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* A WORLD HOLIDAY, DECEMBER W, the Year-End 
Day, an extra Saturday, follows December 30th every year. 
** A WORLD HOLIDAY, JUNE W, the Leap-Year Day, 
another extra Saturday, To I lows June 30th in leap years. 



THE WORLD CALENDAR 

THE WORLD CALENDAR of 12 months and equal quarters is a logical rear- 
rangement of our present calendar. Every year is the same and begins on Sunday, 
January 1. 

THE YEAR is divided into equal quarters of 3 months— 13 weeks— 91 days. The 
months are arranged in 31-30-30 days: each month has 26 weekdays, plus Sundays. 
The various time-units all agree at the end of quarter-years. 

* THE 365th DAY at the close of every year is the natural Year-End Day, the 
extra Saturday, December W (the old December 31). ** In leap years the 366th day, the 
Leap-Year Day (the old February 29), is placed in the midyear on another extra Sat- 
urday, June W. Both are World Holidays. 

This year is significant because the last four months are identical in both the old 
and new calendars. Sunday, the old December 81, becomes the extra Saturday, Decem- 
ber W — a World Holiday. 

YOU have the opportunity to apply this calendar and observe its benefits YOUR- 
SELF in the last four months of this year. 

The Last Four Months of 1944 Are Exactly The Same in Both Calendars 
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MANKIND would be immeasurably buoyed and strengthened could it 
depend unhesitantly on reliable, harmonious, well-organized and 
coordinated systems, such as the solar system. This is composed 
of nine independent and different planets, each of which moves in its own 
free orbit, yet all unite in revolving around the center point, the sun. There 
is thus f ormed a harmonious, balanced and united group — a shining ex- 
ample for man's constant guidance. 

Another system, closely related to the solar and equally as important 
to man, is Time. The reckoning of Time is unique in that it is twofold, 
measured by the clock for recurrent hours of the days and by the calendar 
for recurring seasonal years. The clock in its smooth, flowing movement 
of rhythmic seconds, minutes and hours is an ideal prototype of the har- 
monious solar system. This is not true of the calendar, which is meander- 
ing, unreliable, irregular; nothing meshes but everything clashes in un- 
reasonable confusion. 

Successful invasion and war strategy depend upon the complete co- 
operation and coordination of all the various branches of the fighting 
forces. Anything less causes a weak link and the stupendous task is en- 
dangered. The importance of willing cooperation among the many branches 
that weld and form the whole cannot be too strongly stressed. 

If man wishes to achieve cooperation and coordination for maximum 
and best results, it is outright common sense that the calendar be given a 
rhythmic arrangement and harmonious pattern similar to those inherent 
in the solar system and clock-time. 

The World Calendar accomplishes this and belongs inevitably to the 
progressive changes of a new and better world. Its adoption should not 
be denied because of any special or self-interest which would deprive man- 
kind of this better time-system. The World Calendar of 12 months and 
equal quarters, with its global World Holidays "for the healing of the na- 
tions," belongs to all mankind and to the entire world. 
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AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF 
ACCOUNTANTS APPROVES 
THE WORLO CALENOAR 



The American Institute of Accountants, the national organ- 
ization of certified public accountants in that field* is the Phi 
Beta Kappa of the accounting fraternity* For many months 
this organization has been studying The World Calendar of 
12 months and equal quarters* A committee, made up of 
Ernest G. Maihack, Chairman, W* E. Pollard and Herbert H. 
flap p. submitted the results of their findings to the Council^ 
which accepted the report in toto* The report needs no edi- 
torial embellishment and is carried as submitted. 



HE greatest objection to the present calendar is its shifting nature. 



The present civil calendar has been in use in the English-speaking 



countries for less than 200 years, and in some other countries for less 
than 20 years, but man has been using — and improving — his calendar for 
nearly 9,000 years. A twentieth-century calendar improvement is at 
hand. Since the present calendar was adopted, the world's tempo and 
mood have changed. Our lives, our habits, and our needs have changed. 
Civilization is ever devoted to the ideal of progress to make life simpler 
and better for all people. 

The new World Calendar of twelve months and equal quarters, as spon- 
sored by The World Calendar Association, Inc., of New York, is a sturdy 
young successor, easy to adopt, and now ready for adoption. It would be 
folly to ignore any longer the need for a new and improved civil calendar. 
There is so much to be gained, with so little effort. 

The present Gregorian calendar was the first calendar to be con- 
structed in conformance with complete knowledge of a true length of a 
solar year — the time it takes the earth to complete the four seasons. It 
took many thousands of years before mankind attained the scientific 
knowledge necessary to calculate the correct length of the solar seasonal 
calendar, During this process many habits, superstitions, and foibles 
were acquired, which the makers of the Gregorian calendar were unable 
to discard at the time. 
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The present calendar still labors under the blight of those old customs. 
As an example, we wonder why February is so ridiculously, dispropor- 
tionately short — 10 per cent shorter than January or March. The reason 
for this is because it was the last month, the stepchild, in the calendar oi 
the early Romans, who therefore did not scruple to shorten it so as to 
lengthen other months. The calendar of today is really a conglomeration 
of fourteen different calendars, because the month's-date can come on any 
of the seven days of the week, in both regular and leap years, For instance, 
March 15th, our familiar federal income-tax due date can come on Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, or Sunday, in regular 
years, and in Leap Year it is pushed back one day because of February 
29th, Under the present calendar, holidays jump around the week on vari- 
ous days, In 1939, March 15th fell on a Wednesday, whereas in 1943 it fell 
on a Monday, 

The World Calendar represents an improvement in the Gregorian cal- 
endar under which nearly all of the world is operating. The World Cal- 
endar, as it stands today is precisely the calendar arrangement that has 
been decided to be the most practical, the most scientific, the most generally 
accepted, and the most easily adopted. The plan as to how it works is 
very simple : The modem calendar is based upon the solar year, is 365 days 
long, with an extra day inserted — which calendar makers call "interca- 
lated" — every four years. Of course 365 is not divisible into quarters, 
neither is 366 : but 364 is. Consequently what is needed for a new World 
Calendar is equal quarters — and as nearly equal months at the present 
number of 365 will permit. So a day is set aside. With 364 as the base, 
the year is divided into four quarters of 91 days each. The new calendar 
is then on an easily understood basis of a twelve-month year, which means 
that each quarter includes three months. Furthermore, since 91 is one 
quarter of 364, it is simply a division of 91 into three equal months, by 
making the first month of each quarter contain 31 days ; and the other 
two months consist of 30 days each. Therefore, a pattern for the quar- 
ter — 31, 30, 30, repeating itself regularly four times a year is the result. 
This then gives January, April, July, and October 31 days each, the rest 
of the months having 30 days each. 

As a result of this equal division as outlined above, it is next necessary 
to bring the calendar into line with common sense and plain logic and have 
every year, and consequently every quarter, begin on the same day — Sun- 
day—the first day of the week. This then means that the same date of 
the month would come on the same day of the week every year, thereby 
preventing the hopping around of a day throughout the week. The uni- 
versal recognized holiday of Christmas, December 25th, would under the 
new World Calendar, fall on a Monday every year. 
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As for the 365th day it would be set aside since it would be the odd 
day of every year. The World Calendar Association, chief sponsor of the 
cause of calendar improvement, accepts the consensus of authority that 
the logical place for the 365th day is at the end of December. It is also 
recommended that it be designated as a World Holiday by all countries 
adopting the new calendar. On that day, the calendar takes a holiday and 
so may everyone- The World Holiday is an extra Saturday called Year- 
End Day, December W (31st). There is another inserted or intercalary 
day to be reckoned with, and that is Leap- Year Day, existing in the present 
calendar at February 29th. This day which comes every four years, rep- 
resents an approximate adjustment to take care of the extra five hours, 48 
minutes, and 46 seconds that astronomical calculation shows to be the 
excess of the solar year over an exact 365 days, The World Calendar 
places Leap- Year Day at the end of June, in the middle of the year, thereby 
balancing the calendar. Again it is an extra Saturday and a World Holi- 
day, June W (31st). 

The greatest objection to the present calendar is its shifting nature. 
Days and dates never agree ; weeks roam crazily in and out of the month ; 
months that we must count either with the aid of knuckles on our hands 
or recite a childish rhyme in order to vacillate between 90 and 92 days; 
half-years likewise are unequal varying between 181 and 184 days; and 
the new year always begins on a different day in the week. Nothing stays 
put* Elisabeth Achelis, president of The World Calendar Association, 
points out that our calendar is so planless and has so little order and no 
coordination that it confuses accounting systems, business efficiency, 
school and college schedules, and our many daily affairs which include 
clubs, family life, civic and defense duties. Comparability is almost impos- 
sible and the holidays break awkwardly into the week, haphazard fashion. 

There are fourteen nations that have given their official approval of 
the new World Calendar plan — Afghanistan, Brazil, Chile, China, Esthonia, 
Greece, Hungary, Mexico, Norway, Panama, Peru, Spain, Turkey, and 
Uruguay* This is an interesting list as it cuts through national, racial, 
color, and religious barriers, a true indication that time, the civil calendar, 
belongs to and affects us all alike. 

As for the changeover date from the present calendar to The World 
Calendar, it is suggested that the changeover take place commencing with 
January 1, 1945, which would fall on a Sunday. To effect the commence- 
ment, the present calendar date known as Sunday, December 31, 1944, is 
eliminated. This process would then commence the running of the new 
world calendar on a Sunday at the beginning of the year 1945. 

As for its adoptability, it is interesting to quote such a personage as 
the Honorable Dave Hennen Morris, member of the American Advisory 
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Committee, The World Calendar Association, and formerly United States 
Ambassador to Belgium. "For many years I have been actively interested 
in the movement for a world language, one that is simple in structure, pre- 
cise, easy to learn, and free from hidden prejudices and misunderstandings 
in the meaning of its words. Because of my desire to further greater 
understanding and unity among all people, I have also been increasingly 
interested within the past few years in the movement for improving our 
antiquated and inadequate calendar/' 

"Statisticians and Accountants" as mentioned in the Business Digest, 
Chicago, January, 1938, "who have to struggle with comparisons of months 
of varying lengths, stylists who must cope with an Easter that may fall 
anywhere between March 22nd and April 25th, churchmen who must step 
warily along the intricate calibrations of an ecclesiastical calendar super- 
imposed on the secular calendar, have been suggesting for years that 
something be done about our unsymmetrical calendar/' 

As for the natural business year, Walter Mitchell, Jr., of the Research 
and Statistical Division of Dun and Bradstreet, writes from the viewpoint 
of an accountant, that any general adoption of the fiscal closing dates on a 
sound business basis would be beneficial to him. Under present condi- 
tions, certified public accountants commonly work to the point of complete 
exhaustion during the first three months of every year and find their time 
largely idle during the remainder of the year. Some time ago it seemed 
to members of the accounting profession that the community of interest 
made evident by these two facts warranted a study of a possibility of 
arranging for fiscal closing dates which would be more convenient for all 
concerned* 

The result was the organization of the Natural Business Year Council 
sponsored by the American Institute of Accountants, It included repre- 
sentatives of the Robert Morris Associates, analysts of bank operating 
figures; American Management Association, which deals with engineering 
and management problems in industry ; the National Association of Cost 
Accountants ; and a credit-report agency. This group held meetings for 
discussion and assembled a file of all previously published information per- 
tinent to their problem. They found that adequate data were available for 
relatively few lines of industry and trade. They also found conflicts in 
recommendations — one authority recommending a closing date for a given 
industry and another advocating some other time. The Council endeavored 
to check all this information by questionnaires to trade associations and 
representatives of the industries concerned. They found the idea of a 
natural business year so little understood that complete and repeated 
explanations were needed before interest was evident in any industrial 
group. Even when interest was aroused in the abstract problem, more 
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definite facts about the seasonal cycle of a given industry were necessary 
if the industry was to be convinced that a radical change was desirable for 
the traditional closing of books with the calendar year. 

In selecting closing dates for recommendations to an industry, the end 
of a quarter year has been chosen wherever possible, so that concerns 
adopting the suggestion will be still able to compare their quarterly figures 
with other concerns or other lines of business operating on a calendar year, 
or dosing their books on a fiscal year at the end of another quarter. From 
this standpoint the equal quarter-years which would result from adoption 
of The World Calendar should be an advantage, in that comparability by 
quarter-years would be more accurate than under the existing calendar. 
At present, accurate comparisons can only be made by adjustment for the 
number of working days. This is inaccurate at best, and in any case is 
seldom used by businessmen, who lack both the method and time for 
making such calculations, (Journal of Calendar Reform, March, 1938), 

As a lawyer sees it, George Gordon Battle in the New York Law Journal 
points out that proposals to reform the present calendar must necessarily 
attract the attention of the lawyer in active practice, for there is perhaps 
no one to whom the calendar is more important. It has been suggested 
that the lawyer's diary is as indispensable to him as a schedule and a watch 
are to the locomotive engineer. The comparison errs on the side of under- 
statement, for the diary of the active lawyer varies so greatly from day 
to day and touches on so many different aspects of so many different mat- 
ters that it would be more nearly comparable to a railroad schedule which 
changed completely every day, if not indeed more often. 

Other prominent persons, well known to our professions who endorse 
The World Calendar, are Dean John T. Madden, of New York University ; 
Dr. Jules Bogen, editor of the New York Journal of Commerce; James 
Rowland Angell, former president of Yale University ; Myron C. Taylor, 
director of the United States Steel Corporation ; church officials ; business 
leaders; educators; statesmen, and such a long list of others that would 
make it impossible to print herewith. 

A resolution passed by the Milwaukee Society of Accountants, at a 
regular meeting held at the LaSalle Hotel on November 11, 1941, after due 
consideration "Resolves that after a thorough discussion of the merits of 
the new World Calendar, it heartily endorses this plan and gives its full 
moral support to this change in our calendar and earnestly hopes for the 
complete success of the Association striving for this beneficial change." 

The Chamber of Commerce views 3 as pointed out by Professor M. H. 
Deslandres, who was a member of the 1921 Commission on Calendar 
Reform of the International Chamber of Commerce, indicates that an 
adoption of a plan similar to The World Calendar has been recommended by 
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several international congresses of Chambers of Commerce, 

Seasonal variations are commented upon by Wilbert G, Fritz, 
Instructor in Financial Research, at the University of Pittsburgh, when 
he says, "As a research worker, I have encountered endless difficulties from 
the constant shifting of days and periods in our archaic calendar. Some 
of the most striking difficulties are found in the monthly indexes, but even 
more serious ones occur in the weekly indexes, 

"Department store sales, for example, rise to great heights before Christ- 
mas Day and drop to unusually low levels thereafter. Imagine the diffi- 
culties of measuring seasonal variation when, as this year, there are five 
full shopping days in the week before Christmas Day and none in the same 
week after Christmas Day, whereas last year there were four shopping 
days before and one after. 

"I am much opposed to the present calendar, which has been devised ar- 
bitrarily and handed down to us by custom. The chief advantages of a 
12-month revised calendar over a 13-month plan is its divisibility, an end 
greatly to be desired. It has the merit of symmetry, fixity and divisibility/' 

Henry W. Bearce of the United States Bureau of Standards, writing in 
a publication approved by the Director of the Bureau of Standards of the 
United States Department of Commerce, points out that "the principal de- 
fects of our present calendar may be listed as follows : 

(1) The calendar year is of non -uniform length; ordinary years contain- 
ing 865 days, and leap years 366 days. 

(2) The calendar year is not evenly divisible into weeks, ordinary years 
containing 52 weeks and one day, and leap year 52 weeks and 2 days. 

(3) The calendar year is not divisible, by months, into halves and quarters 
of uniform length. 

(4) The months are of unequal length. 

(5) The months are not evenly divisible into weeks, 

(6) The date of Easter and other 'movable festivals' is not fixed. 

"The above principal defects are more or less closely interrelated, and 
out of them flow a wide variety of secondary defects or inconveniences, 
For example, the first defect comes from the fact that the astronomical or 
tropical year does not contain an integral number of days. The length of 
the tropical year being slightly less than 365% days (365,2422 days, more 
exactly), it is apparent that if the calendar year is to contain an integral 
number of days the best that can be done is to make some years contain 365 
and others 366 days." Respectfully submitted, 

Ernest G, Mai hack, Chairman 

W, E, Pollard 
August 30, 1943. Herbert H, Rapp 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



SECOND QUARTER 1944 57 



STATE GOVERNMENTS NEED 
THE WORLD CALENDAR 

By O, K* Armstrong, Member of ike Missouri House of Representatives 

Mr, Armstrong, as a citizen of Missouri and an author, has long been 
interested in the subject of calendar reform. 

EVERY man or woman in public life today must be conscious of the 
need for calendar reform. Our Gregorian calendar is as out of date 
as the ox cart- 
Even a state assemblyman gets letters about it, like the following I re- 
ceived from the manager of a Missouri trucking company: 

"Dear Sir : While the legislature is trying to improve government, why 
can't you do something about the calendar? I need to plan my work, my 
transportation schedules and my pay rolls, far ahead on the basis of both 
the months and the quarters of years. There's too much difference between 
February with 28 days and the months with 31 days, I was trained as an 
engineer. Can't you call in some engineers and let them fix up a uniform 
calendar?" 

I had to write my friend, as Fve written merchants, school superinten- 
dents, ministers and others, that there's simply nothing a state legislature 
can do about it — officially. We can't adopt a reformed calendar for Mis- 
souri while Illinois, Kansas and the rest of our neighbors hobble along with 
the old one. The matter will have to be tackled not only nationally, but in 
cooperation with other nations of this globe. But we in positions in state 
government can express opinions and offer advice. We can put in our word 
for calendar reform. 

My friend in the trucking business has a good idea in calling for the 
help of engineers. Clearly, the job of calendar reform is to streamline our 
method of time-accounting, in months, quarters and years, in the same way 
our technicians improve a highway or a motor vehicle. The needs of our 
modern complex life demand it. 

One matter of great importance in a state assembly is the granting of 
appropriations. Money for this, money for that, Every public service must 
be supported by funds from the taxpayers, (Hasn't everybody found that 
out?) In allocating appropriations, we constantly meet the problem of 
unequal months and quarters. 
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In Missouri, the governor of our state is empowered to release appro- 
priated funds on a quarterly basis. With unequal quarters, we find more 
money to spend during one quarter, and less money another. There is defi- 
nitely a need for uniformity- 
Most public pay rolls are drawn up on the basis either of annual sala- 
ries or monthly wages. The inequality of the months is so well known as to 
need no further comment. Annual salaries have to be paid in monthly or 
bimonthly accounts, and here again the lack of uniform lengths of time is 
obvious. 

Another great problem in governmental life and work is that of holi- 
days- We do not minimize their importance, nor detract from the honor 
due the person or the occasion giving rise to holidays when we say that 
they play hob with office routine and other factors of public administration. 
That's not because there are so many of them. It's because there's no way 
to stabilize them on the present calendar. It is well known that holidays 
occurring in midweek present a great handicap to orderly functioning in 
both government and business. The fact that Christmas and other holi- 
days may fall on Monday, Tuesday, Friday or any other day of the week, 
year by year, presents an even greater problem. Any calendar which would 
tie down the holidays would be a boon. 

Uniformity and regularity in our time-plans are needed in every de- 
partment of state government What's our single biggest public expendi- 
ture? It's not highways nor crime nor insecticide. An average over all the 
states shows it's education, Our universities and colleges have to turn men- 
tal handsprings annually to plan schedules for the year ahead. The eccen- 
tric fluctuations of our Gregorian calendar cause untold expenses just for 
planning. 

In some states, I am informed, the problem is more acute than in Mis- 
souri, Teachers must teach a stated number of days before their schools 
can participate in certain funds and appropriations. Lack of uniformity 
in dates from one term to another works a handicap under such arrange- 
ments. 

I predict that if and when a reformed calendar is adopted, schedules for 
school purposes, from kindergartens to graduate courses, will become 
standardized, with openings of universities, colleges and public and private 
schools, the holidays, and dates for graduations, falling on the same days 
each year. That, as any school man will tell you, would be something ! 

Increasingly, governmental units are utilizing part-time employees. 
Generally, they are specialists who devote some time to public service, or 
skilled workers needed for particular jobs. Uniformity in months and 
quarters would be a blessing to our auditors and paymasters who account 
for such work. 
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The collection of taxes is as important to government as the granting 
of appropriations. With increased burdens for state and national expendi- 
tures, taxpayers are being permitted periodic instead of annual payments 
of taxes, in line with the "pay as you go" policy. Unequal months and quar- 
ters prevent a just and equitable division for periodic tax collections. 

In our household, we've become used to the "24-hour clock" because our 
son in the Navy uses the new daily time-reckoning in his letters to us. When 
he says 15:30 o'clock we know that's 3:30 in the afternoon. All military 
services use the 24-hour clock, thus eliminating one historic cause for con- 
fusion as between hours of the morning and afternoon. It seems logical 
that if this improvement is desirable for the military, it is desirable also 
for civil departments of our government, and for general use as well. So 
greatly needed is the uniform calendar that we wouldn't have to "get used" 
to it. We'd wonder how we ever did without it ! 

we approach the crisis of this war and the inevitable postwar period, 
long-time planning is the watchword of the day. Programs of public 
finance, public works and reconstruction are already being laid out, by state 
and federal agencies, separately and in cooperation, for long years ahead, 
The order and stability of a calendar that could be constantly used, with 
uniformity in its divisions, become almost essential. 

The same reasons for calendar reform on behalf of governmental 
organizations, in cities and counties, in our states and the nation, hold for 
business, labor, industries and the professions. After all, government is a 
business — public business, attending to public protection and welfare, 
establishing order and justice, 

I have made some study of proposed reformed calendars. One that 
received considerable prominence some years ago was the "lunar" calendar, 
in which each month was equal, with 13 months of 28 days each. That 
meant a total of 364 days, and, obviously, there would be another day to 
account for every year and the extra day every leap year. 

But 13 months is simply out of the question so far as calendar reform 
is concerned, for you can have no quarters of years with 13 months. Any 
advantage you might find from months of equal days would be neutralized 
by this defect. 

Another proposal I have studied is the Edwards Perpetual Calendar, 
which has been endorsed by the legislature of Hawaii. This calendar has 
12 months, with equal quarters of 91 days, except the last quarter, which 
has 92. However, the New Year would begin on Monday. This makes an 
entirely unnecessary change. It discards Sunday as the first day of the 
week, thus running counter to deeply engrained tradition, both religious 
and secular. 
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It seems to me that any new calendar adopted by this country, and by 
other nations of the world, should have these characteristics : 

Constant use. The same calendar, this year, next year, etc. Days 
and dates should always agree. Twelve months in the year. The 
first day of the week should be Sunday, The same number of busi- 
ness days each quarter and each year. Stabilized holidays and other 
days of regular annual observance. 
There is one calendar— and the only one I know of — which fulfills all 
these requirements. It is The World Calendar, sponsored by The World 
Calendar Association, and endorsed by numerous public, business, civic and 
educational organizations. Fourteen nations have also given it approval* 
The World Calendar divides the year into equal quarters of 13 weeks 
and 91 days. Thus it has the same number of business days in each quarter. 
The division of each quarter into three months of 31-30-30 days produces 
months as nearly equal as is possible. But what is of importance is the fact 
that every month has 26 weekdays exclusive of Sundays. The first day of 
the week would continue to be Sunday, This makes a calendar of 364 days. 

It is true that the 365th day is added as an extra Saturday after De- 
cember 30 has been reached. It should be designated as a World Holiday, 
so that government, business, social and educational schedules as well as 
payrolls would not be disrupted by unequal quarters of working time. The 
extra "leap year" day should also be a World Holiday, and could well be 
observed in midyear of every fourth year on another extra Saturday fol- 
lowing June 30. 

Holidays would be stabilized, falling on the same date and day of the 
week every year. And of great interest to governmental agencies, most of 
the holidays would fall on or next to Sunday, thus allowing a long week- 
end and preventing so many disruptions in midweek. New Year's and Lin- 
coln's birthday would fall on Sunday. Easter Sunday would cease to wan- 
der over the spring calendar, provided the churches agree on a fixed Easter 
Sunday — shall we say the second Sunday in April ? Labor Day would be 
Monday, September 4. Christmas would fall on Monday, December 25. 
Thanksgiving Day might well be made Saturday, November 25. Only the 
Fourth of July would occur on Wednesday, and this could be placed on Mon- 
day, July 2, when the Declaration was introduced in the Congress in 1776. 

Since state governments have as great need for a reformed calendar as 
does the national government, and since our states deal more directly with 
local agencies and with the people, I feel that we legislators might well lend 
our influence to securing favorable consideration of The World Calendar 
in Washington. 

A new, universal, constant calendar would be one more strong link in 
the chain being forged to bind the peoples and nations of the world to- 
gether in the period following this great war. 
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WHY NOT A 
LOGISTIC CALENDAR? 



By Elisabeth Achetis, President, The World Calendar Association 

Asked by Porter Moore 3 Editor of "The Home Front?' edi- 
tion of Our Army magazine to discuss The World Calendar 
in its relation to our Armed Forces and pre-postwar and 
postwar conditions, Miss Elisabeth Achelis immediately asso* 
dated the logistics of modern warfare with logistics in the 
civil world. The article, prepared especially for this edition, 
appears below* 



ELL-DIRECTED plans, careful preparation, good timing and 



all-out cooperation are ever essential for progress and success. 



Every soldier, sailor, marine and aviator, officer and enlisted man 
alike, realizes as never before the need for order, planning, preparation 
and the minute exactness of time. For practical common sense and sim- 
ple wisdom the Armed Forces under its commanding officers accomplished 
a master stroke when it adopted the 24-hour clock system for its many 
branches. Previous errors, confusion and misunderstanding, which too 
often had resulted from the old A. M, and P. M. method, disappeared as 
by magic. Thus did the Armed Forces, quietly and efficiently, adapt itself 
to this new and better system of counting time by the clock. It did not 
hesitate to discard a completely unsatisfactory system. 

Lieutenant General Erehon B, Somervell, to whom is entrusted the 
coordination of the various divisions of arming, feeding, clothing, fueling, 
transporting and healing the army, and burying its dead, has said : "Logis- 
tics is the science of transportation and supply in war, It is the art of 
getting the right number of the right men to the right place with the right 
equipment at the right time . . . Good logistics! alone cannot win a war. 
Bad logistics alone can lose." The 24-hour clock system is an example 
of good logistics for more accurate timing. 

Captain J. F. Hellweg, Superintendent of the United States Naval 
Observatory in Washington and guardian of our clock time, has for many 
years advocated a better and more adequate calendar. He realizes, as do 
many other leaders, that the superannuated calendar of the hoary age 
of Caesar, in its arrangement, no longer fits our age and era. Captain 
Hellweg has stated : "The United States Naval Observatory has approved 
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very strongly The World Calendar. Benefits from it are manifold, and 
the differences from long-established customs are negligible . . . My advice 
to all advocates of calendar revision is to devote their energies to the only 
proposal which meets all the requirements of the situation, with a mini- 
mum of upheaval and disturbance and a maximum of benefits to mankind 
—The World Calendar." 

Our present calendar is an outstanding example of bad logistics. It 
has no plan — every year and month is different from other succeeding 
years and months. It has no order — months vary in length in a crazy hit- 
or-miss manner. It has no stability — January one year may have four 
or five Sundays and in others four or five Mondays or Tuesdays, or any 
other day of the week. And this is true of all the other months. The year 
too begins on different days of the week It has no coordination — days, 
dates, weeks and months never agree. 

This erratic and planless calendar exacts a toll from every one of us, 
greater than we realize. Valuable time, labor, money and material are 
daily sabotaged, It is one of the poorest tools with which we work. 
Particularly as there are so many immediate problems that require help, 
not hindrance, from the calendar. 

As the Armed Forces improved upon the confused A, M. and P. M. 
clock time, so can civilians improve upon the present Gregorian calendar. 
This is made easy with The World Calendar ready and available for 
adoption. 

Is this not a neat, simple plan for both the military and the civilians? 
With this ordered, stable, civil calendar of equal quarters, coordination 
among the various time-units is possible. The planning of all activities 
and daily affairs would be facilitated in every way. Contracts for produc- 
tion and distribution would be figured more accurately. Budgets, accounts, 
and payments of salaries and wages on agreeing days and dates would 
be more just. Holidays coming on the same day and date, year after 
year, would add immeasurably to the pleasure and convenience of all. 
Transportation, vacations and furloughs would be more easily arranged. 
But above all, adequate planning* for the winning of the war and for the 
making of the peace would be materially aided by this ordered, steady and 
coordinated calendar. It is an outstanding example of good logistics. The 
accepted 24-hour clock time has proved a natural forerunner for The 
World Calendar. 

This year 1944 is significant because the last four months in both the 
present and the proposed calendars are the same in their days and dates. 
This is possible because Sunday, December 31, and what would be the 
extra Saturday, December W (World Holiday), are both non-productive, 
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non-business days. The new year would then begin on Sunday, January 1, 
and the transition from the old to the new would be easy. The next available 
date when both calendars agree, without the loss or addition of days, would 
be Sunday, January 1, 1950. The World Calendar is actually functioning 
within 1944 in the last four months, and gives an excellent opportunity 
to everyone to observe its benefits because the quarter years are alike 
and equal. 

An exceptional opportunity is presented to America. As Egypt of old 
initiated the solar seasonal year, as Julius Caesar introduced the leap- 
year day, as Constantine the Great inserted the seven-day week into the 
European calendar, as Pope Gregory XIII amended the leap-year rule for 
adjusting the calendar to the seasonal year, so can the United States, 
either acting alone or with other countries, plan and prepare to initiate 
The World Calendar for better days to come. With a 1945 adoption im- 
probable, action should be taken in 1947 (a pre-presidential election year) 
which would give nations and civilians three years to get ready for the 
1950 adoption. 

Time is the most precious commodity we have; let it serve us well. 
Progress and success are not achieved by clinging to inadequate systems 
and patterns, for it is only with foresight and courage that we advance. 
Thus let us seize the opportunity and bring this new and improved cal- 
endar to reality, as did the Armed Forces with the 24-hour clock, (See 
advertisement on inside back cover.) 



CHRISTMAS DATE BELIEVED ERRONEOUS 

From the Observer Dispatch, Vtica r iV» F, p December 26, 1943 

THIS Christmas was probably the year 1947 A. D. And even may have been 1954 
A. D M the Astronomy Journal, Stcy & Telescope, reminds scientists who try to solve 
the mystery of the Star of Bethlehem. 

The calendar is not likely to he corrected for this uncertainty as to the date of 
Jesus* birth, and it also complicates the annual search for explanations of Christ's 
natal star. 

Actually we now know, the Journal declares, that Jesus was born at least 1,947 years 
a^o this Christmas, and maybe as much as 1,954 years ago. The uncertainty in the 
dates is ascribed to an error in calendar calculations, credited to an abbot of Rome, 
Dionysius Bxiguus, in the sixth century. 

The Journal points out also that the time of year when Jesus was horn is a 
mystery. Until about the fourth century after his birth the date was January 6. Then 
the pagan festival of December 25, on the return of the sun, overwhelmed the opposi- 
tion of church fathers and the nativity celebration was changed. 
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THIS YEAR'S CALENDAR 
ONLY SIX YEARS OLD 
IN ENGLISH CHRONOLOGY 

By Dr. Benjamin F. Yanney, Professor Emeritus of Mathematics at 
Wooster College 

From The Wooster Daily Record, Ohio, December 2% 1943 

OF the 14 different patterns of yearly calendar in the Gregorian sys- 
tem, that one will be employed for the year 1944 which is adapted 
to the leap year beginning with Saturday. This pattern was last 
used 28 years ago, for the year 1916. It will be the sixth time to be used 
in America since the adoption of the Gregorian calendar by England and 
the American colonies in 1752. It was employed, however, in that year 
also from September 14 to the end of the year, the third of September of 
that year of the Julian calendar having been advanced to the fourteenth 
day of September in order to be properly geared to the Gregorian calendar, 
which had already been in general use over Europe since 1582. 

This yearly pattern of calendar has the usual 11 varieties of monthly 
calendar. The only two of the 12 that are the same are those of January 
and July, Each of these two begins with a mere shred of a week, a 
Saturday. The first one is a leftover from the year 1943, and the second 
one a leftover from the first half of the year 1944. The arrangements of 
the days and weeks of the four so-called quarters are all different. Nobody 
can tell offhand, except in rare cases, on what day of the week any given 
day of a month falls. For such information one must consult the calendar 
of the particular year in question. It would be absurd, of course, for 
anyone to undertake committing to memory such information covering a 
whole year, especially in view of the fact that 13 other patterns of yearly 
calendar would have to be similarly mastered. 

An over-all glance at the calendar for 1944, or at any other of the 
yearly Gregorian patterns, will give one a clear idea of the unbalanced 
structure of our present calendar system, and also of its utter lack of 
harmonious arrangement of constituent parts. And as for the quality of 
perpetuity of the system, one fails to see anything perpetual about it until 
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it has run its regular course over a period of 400 years. That is to say, if 
we were to start with the inauguration of the Gregorian calendar in 1582, 
then we must wait until 1982 for a new cycle to begin, having precisely 
the same complete order of recurrence of the 14 varieties of yearly patterns 
that was followed throughout the first 400 years of its existence. In this 
sense, and in this sense alone, may the Gregorian calendar be considered 
a perpetual calendar. Even so, it was an improvement over the Julian 
calendar, whose periodic cycles covered each a period of 700 years. But 
such perpetuity has only curiosity and is of no practical importance. 

Is it not time for the human race to devise a calendar that is "balanced 
in structure, perpetual in form, harmonious in arrangement" ? The writer 
believes that "The World Calendar Association" has the answer to this 
question. And it may come as a complete surprise to many readers that 
the very pattern of yearly calendar to be used for 1944 contains a section 
which may be taken as a facsimile of the irreducible unit structure of the 
proposed World Calendar. The section referred to is that from October 1 
to December 30 inclusive. These three monthly calendars, just as they are, 
without the 31st day in the last month, are to be used for each of the four 
quarters of the yearly calendar. The appropriate names for the respective 
months in each of the quarters are, of course, to be employed : January, 
February, March for the first quarter, and so on. The leftover day of a 
common year and the extra day of a leap year are to be tucked in the 
yearly calendar in such a way as to leave the four quarterly calendars 
each intact. Such arrangement will make it possible for every yearly 
calendar as well as every quarterly calendar to begin on a Sunday. Thus 
every day of the year will have a special designation, as "Year-End Day" 
for the leftover day of a common year; or "Leap-Year Day," to follow 
June 30, for the extra day of a leap year ; or for any other day of the year 
its automatic and unalterable weekday name together with its month-date 
number, as Thursday, November 23. 

It seems to be the purpose of the association to start the new. calendar 
at such time as to cause, at the outset, little or no disruption of the old 
order, and to make the slight adjustments as needed to bring the old 
calendar into complete alignment with the new. As an example, the trans- 
fer could be made on October 1, 1944, in which case there would not be 
needed any calendar adjustment until December 31 was reached. Then in 
the new calendar the last day of 1944 would be labeled Saturday, December 
W or Year-End Day. The year 1945 would then begin with Sunday and the 
Gregorian calendar for the year would be replaced by The World Calendar. 
A simpler example would be afforded by inaugurating the new calendar 
at the beginning of the year 1950. For in that case, since that year itself 
begins on Sunday, Gregorian style, the new and the old calendar would 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



66 



JOURNAL OP CALENDAR REFORM 



coincide, day by day, from January 1 to February 28, and again from 
September 1 to December 30* 

Despite the war, The World Calendar Association reports that the 
proposed calendar is making real progress — definitely, thoroughly, con- 
vincingly — with the active and interested support of the people and organ- 
izations which are leading nations toward new and better goals, 



OBITUARY NOTES 

THE REV. DB, SAMUEL J, SKEVINGTON, 72, minister of the Temple Baptist 
Church in Albany, N. Y„ for the last 16 years, died April 25 of pneumonia. He had 
preached to his congregation the previous Sunday, and it was his intention to resign 
in June. Dr. Skevington was camp pastor at Camp Logan, Houston, Texas, during 
World War I. He had been a member of The World Calendar Association since 1937* 



T^R. CHARLES H. FULTON, 70, professor of metallurgy at the Montana School of 
JLy Mines, died April 9. He had retired in 1937 as director of the Missouri School of 
Mines and Metallurgy, but resumed teaching two years ago in response to an appeal 
for help based on the war-caused shortage of professors. He had taught at Columbia, 
the University of Wyoming, and had been President of the South Dakota State School 
of Mines. Dr. Fulton early became interested in calendar reform and had been a mem- 
ber of The World Calendar Association since 1931, 



METON SMITH HEISS, who for 19 years was managing editor of the Kiwanie 
International Magazine, died December 31, 1943, in Hollywood, Florida, Mr. Heiss, 
interested in The World Calendar and in calendar reform, resigned his position with 
the Kiwanis publication in October. 



BENJAMIN FRANKLIN AFFLECK, former president of the Universal Atlas Cement 
Company and a prominent figure in Chicago's business life for many years, died 
February 13 of a heart attack in his home in suburban Winnetka. He was 75 years old. 
Mr. Affleck began his business career with the Harrison Machine Works, He was able 
to exert a great amount of influence in favor of The World Calendar especially among 
those making up the business interest in the Middle West. 
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CATHOLIC SAVANTS 
ESTABLISH YEAR 
OF CHRIST'S DEATH 

The foUoKinf! article which appeared at an editorial in the 
April J4, 1943, issue of the Buffalo Courier-Express is of un- 
usual interest, and, while it may be considered controversial, 
U ts printed here because the detailed processes indicate the 
thoroughness of the study. The Editor of the Journal of Cal- 
endar Reform obviously is in no position to establish the 
authenticity of the study conducted by the Catholic Biblical 
Association. This story, however, is of such general interest 
that if u reproduced here as it appeared in the Buffalo paper 
without comment other than to point out that the diligent 
study and search, together with the confusion about these 
interesting dates, is further evidence of the fact that there is 
but little clear-cut defintieness as to dates in early history 



THE Catholic Biblical Association recently announced that, after 
1,900 years of study and research, the exact date of the Crucifixion 
and death of Jesus Christ has been determined as April 7, 30 A. D. 
This, the association asserts, is the ultimate decision of a corps of 29 
American Biblical scholars who have given final expression to the find- 
ings of hundreds of historians, archeologists and exegetes. The evidence, 
the decision and the commentary has been published by the Confraternity 
of Christian Doctrine with the title, A Commentary of the New 
Testament. 

The investigation also resulted in the conclusion that the birth of the 
Saviour at Bethlehem took place some time between 6 and 4 B, C. This 
is based on the records of Roman historians, and this chronology alters 
the traditional age of Jesus at the time of the Crucifixion from 33 to be- 
tween 34 and 36. It is pointed out that the Popes have never made any 
declaration to assign exact dates for the birth or crucifixion of Jesus, but 
have followed tradition until such time as research might determine them. 

The methods used to arrive at the date of the Crucifixion are most in- 
teresting. For instance, astronomical calculations show that there were 
only two years during the term of Pilate in Judea when the Passover might 
have fallen on the Sabbath (Saturday). These years were 30 and 33 
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A. D, In 30 A. D., the date would have been April 4. Thus the crucifixion 
and death of Christ occurred either on April 7 f 30, or on April 8, 33. 

The association says that in the light of the evidence presented in 
the four Gospels the Scripturists unanimously selected the earlier date, 
April 7, 30 A* D/* Their reason was that to select the later date would 
be to extend the time of Christ's public ministry to a period longer than 
is justified by the details given in the four Gospels. 

As a result of the findings, the date of the Resurrection would be 
established as April 9. The association makes no mention of the pro- 
posals which have been made on numerous occasions in behalf of a fixed 
date for the observance of Easter, but the establishment of a definite date 
for the first Easter would be helpful should a fixed day ever be decided 
upon, 

* EDITOR'S NOTE : The suggested Easter date in The World Calendar, Sunday. April 8 t 
with Its attending Good Friday on April 6, would bring this day nearest to the supposed 
historical date, April 7. 



RABBI CONDUCTS CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

DURING the Passover season, en route from one island to another in the South Pa- 
cific, we had occasion to experience a most unusual event. On Sunday, April 9, a 
crew that took me by plane from one island to another for scheduled Passover dinners, 
asked that I conduct an Easter Service for them, I was, then, a Christian for a morn- 
ing, and I believe it was the first time in history a Jewish Chaplain or Rabbi conducted 
an Easter service aboard a plane at full speed. A Negro sang, "Go Down, Moses," and 
each recited his own profession of faith as a silent meditation, — Chaplain Martin M. 
Weitz. 



JOINS ECUADOR COMMITTEE 

TUAN F. MARCOS, former Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
w Ecuador to Spain, and President of the "Sociedad General," a banking organization 
located in Guayaquil, has accepted a place on the Comite Ecuatoriano del Calendario 
Mundial, according to Dr. Rafael H. Elizalde of Santiago, Chile, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee* Senor Marcos is a man of unusual influence and financial significance and is 
enthusiastic about the rearrangement of the present calendar according to The World 
Calendar Association's plan* 
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THIS CHANGING WORLD 
DEMANDS ONE PLAN, A 
CALENDAR FOR EVERYBODY 

By Carleton J. Ketchum 

In a former issue of the Journal, Mr. Ketchum? & article on 
"Russia?* calendar difficulties" aroused unusual interest* 
We asked this former foreign correspondent for the London 
Express to write more of the calendar difficulties he en- 
countered on his various worldwide assignments for that 
London syndicate* 



THE calendar has long been an institution more or less taken for 
granted by the man in the street in all nations. Only in the world's 
chancelleries and among business institutions concerned with world 
trade have its paradoxes, its differences as between certain nations, caused 
acute confusion. Calendar reform has steadily progressed through the 
ages and from earliest times. Logic for centuries has been the final de- 
termining factor in producing the accepted national calendar. Yet before 
the clear light of irrefutable logic shed its lustrous rays upon the minds of 
more enlightened nations, there were the darker ages where astronomers 
and kindred scientists groped with crude instruments in the hope of devis- 
ing measurements of time which would satisfy all the peoples of this planet. 

History records the year B. C. 4241 or 4236 — the earliest known date — 
as providing the origin for the first Egyptian calendar. It was based upon 
the Sothic style consisting of 12 months. That was the beginning of the 
Solar calendar. 

The Chinese cycle of 60 years began in B. C. 2637 while in B. C. 2357 or 
2397 the Emperor Yao, according to tradition, reformed the Chinese cal- 
endar. 

A seven-day week was observed in Asia Minor in B. C. 1800* Eclipses 
of the sun and of the moon were identified in China in B. C. 776, The 
year B. C. 753 saw the foundation of Rome, and B. C. 716 to B. a 673, 
with the reign of Nuraa Pompilius, the creation of the Roman calendar* 
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The Ionic philosopher Thales, in the seventh century B. C,, told Greece 
of a solar year of 365 days, and in the sixth century B. C, the Babylonian 
astronomer Nabu-rimanu calculated the solar year as embracing 365 days, 
6 hours, 15 minutes and 41 seconds. His calculations, according to pres- 
ent-day astronomical and scientific knowledge, were incorrect by only 26 
minutes and 55 seconds. Babylonia adopted a cycle of eight years in B. C. 
528-505 and in B. C, 504-383 a cycle of 27 years. 

Darius the Mede attempted unsuccessfully to introduce the Egyptian 
or Solar calendar into Persia in the sixth century B. C. f while in the fifth 
century B. 0, Herodotus, visiting Egypt, revealed himself to be impressed 
by the Egyptian use of the solar year* 

Julius Caesar in B. C, 47 acted upon the advice of the Alexandrian 
astronomer Sosigenes and reformed the Roman calendar by eliminating 
the moon and basing the year entirely on the sun. The first Julian calendar 
began the first of January of the 45th year before Christ. 

December 25 was first observed as Christmas in the fourth century, 
and in the same era, the year 321 A. D., Constantine the Great decreed 
official introduction of the seven-day week in the calendar. The numbering 
of years from the birth of Christ was inaugurated by Dionysius Exiguus 
in 532. 

Omar Khayyam, Persia's poet and astronomer royal, produced the Ja- 
lalain calendar in 1074-9, The Mexicans reformed their calendar in 1091, 
A discussion of calendar reform in Borne followed the election of Sixtus IV 
as Pope in 1471. The Spaniards, under the leadership of Hernando Cortes, 
conqueror of Mexico, substituted the Julian for the Mexican calendar in 
the period 1504 to 1547, 

Calendar reform from the time of the advent of Pope Gregory XIII 
and his revision of the Julian calendar seems to have taken the course 
almost exclusively of the adoption of the Gregorian calendar. That revision 
took place in 1582 and because its author was Pope Gregory the new calen- 
dar became known as the Gregorian calendar- 
It was adopted in that year in Italy, Spain, Poland, Portugal and 
France. Its adoption in Switzerland was gradual. It began in 1582 and 
was complete by 1812, Most German Roman Catholic states, Flanders and 
the Netherlands, adopted it in the following year, 1583. Hungary accepted 
it in 1587, Protestant Germany in 1700. 

The Gregorian calendar was approved by Britain's Parliament in 1751 
and was adopted by Statute as the legal calendar of the United Kingdom 
and The British Empire in 1752. In the same year it became the official 
calendar of the United States which the Union was then destined to become. 

The year 1753 saw its adoption in Sweden. Napoleon in 1806 restored 
it in France in place of the French Revolutionary calendar initiated and 
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dated from September 22, 1792, Japan adopted it in 1873, Republican 
China in 1912, Bulgaria in 1916, Soviet Russia in 1918, Roumania and 
Greece in 1924, and Turkey in 1927. 

1 have emphasized the growth internationally in the employment of the 
Gregorian calendar not to extoll its virtues but rather to indicate the de- 
sire, which most if not all nations have long expressed, for the realization 
of a calendar common to them all. 

It was about the year 1900 that nations appeared to have become con- 
scious of the need of a calendar which would be an advance upon that 
known as the Gregorian, The phrase calendar reform was first heard after 
a number of years of general, almost world-wide, acceptance of the Greg- 
orian calendar, at an Evangelical Conference at Eisenach whereat a group 
of non-Roman churches considered formal proposals for such a reform, A 
calendar Reform Bill was introduced in the Parliament of Great Britain 
in 1908; and while, until 1930, individual nations continued one by one to 
adopt the Gregorian as their state calendar, there was, nevertheless, taking 
definite shape a movement almost universal in its ramifications in favor of 
a fixed world calendar which would meet the requirements of all peoples 
everywhere. The manner in which that movement has developed, especially 
since the formation of The World Calendar Association in New York City 
in 1930, is known to everyone. 

Principal calendars in use throughout the world today in addition to 
the Gregorian (still almost universal) and the Julian are the Chinese luni- 
solar calendar serving directly or indirectly 450 millions in Asia; the Mo- 
hammedan 12 moons calendar embracing all the seasons, serving about 275 
millions in Asia and Africa, and the 17 different calendars which continue 
to serve about 320 millions in India. The era of the Hejira known as the 
Mohammedan era is still recognized in Turkey, Persia, Arabia, Egypt and 
some parts of India. The era is dated from the first day of the month pre- 
ceding the flight of Mohammed from Mecca to Medina, This day was 
July 16, in the year A. D. 622, Hejira years are purely lunar. 
They consist of 12 lunar months beginning with the approximate new 
moon. Having no intercalation to keep them to the same season in respect 
of the sun these years retrogress through all the seasons every 82% years. 
Yet even here one finds a calendar based upon the 12-month principle of 
reckoning time, each month being divided more or less in the manner of 
our own Western or Gregorian calendar, 

India today employs 14 principal or important calendars in addition to 
the Gregorian, Mohammedan and Jewish. There are calendars for differ- 
ent regions of the country. Their enumeration may interest the reader 
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as giving an example of a nation greatly in need of calendar reform in- 
ternally if not in relation to the world as a whole. Here are the Indian 
calendars : 



Name Region of me 
Assamese Assam 
Bengali Bengal Province 
Burmese Burmah and parts of 
Bengal 

Gujrati Bombay Province 
Hindoo All parts of India 
Kanarese Mysore, West India and 

parts of Madras 
Mahrashtra South of Bombay, Poona 

and elsewhere 
Malayi Malabar 



Name Region of me 

Marwari Marwar States and by 

merchants throughout 

India 

Oriya Orissa, part of Madras 
and greater part of 
Behar 

Parsee Many parts of India 
Punjabi Punjab Province 
( Bikremi ) 

Tamil South of India and all 
Ceylon 

Telegu North of Madras 



Traveling through India as I was privileged to do in 1930 when my 
interviews with public personalities ranged all the way from Mohandas 
Gandhi to Viscount Halifax, then Britain's Viceroy at New Delhi known 
as Lord Irwin, I discerned this extraordinary calendar tangle, It was ap- 
parent in the native newspapers and in other directions throughout the 
country, British {Indian Government) officials stressed it as a source of 
embarrassment and cost to the Indian Exchequer. The extent of this em- 
barrassment and cost may be gauged when I explain that the Government 
has long printed four of these calendars — the Bengali, Hindoo, Malayi and 
Tamil — in the form of an almanac which includes the Gregorian and Mo- 
hammedan styles. This almanac has usually consisted of about 3,000 pages 
and is required to cover the meridian transits of the sun, moon and impor- 
tant stars for each day in a succession of years. The work of compilation, 
it was explained to me, requires at least three months and oftentimes a 
much longer space of time. The ultimate aim of the almanac is to deter- 
mine and publicize for the edification of all concerned the seasons, festivals 
and holidays and coordinate all historical dates. 

British newspapers have frequently called attention to India's un- 
paralleled calendar complexities. The Times of London on one occasion 
pointed out that "Every thirty years for two or three years in succession a 
Mohammedan period of mourning dependent on a lunar calendar overlaps 
and clashes with a Hindu period of rejoicing fixed by a solar calendar/' 
Added that newspaper editorially on that connection : "The case for making 
the solar calendar universal in every detail is from the point of view of 
convenience of the human race overwhelming," 
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India's nationalist leader, Mohandas Gandhi, lies today in the shadows 
of political obscurity, as far as the United Nations are concerned. Yet his 
views past and present still reflect the opinions of countless individuals, 
high and low alike, among India's teeming millions. Appropriately, there- 
fore, I think I may quote his sentiments upon calendar reform as expressed 
in a signed memorandum presented by him to The World Calendar Asso- 
ciation upon the occasion of a British Imperial Conference in London held 
at a time when the League of Nations in Geneva was discussing the possi- 
bilities of adoption of a world calendar. Said Gandhi : 

"In India there are several calendars in current use. Several racial 
groups have their own calendars, in which the year begins on a different 
date and ends on a different date. In these calendars different holidays are 
observed, which results in much confusion. 

"It would be a splendid thing if our 350,000,000 people could have a 
single national unified calendar. As most of the Indian calendars are ar- 
ranged on a twelve-month basis, it would obviously be easier to meet on this 
common ground. I am in favor of such a calendar, I am in favor of a 
standardized calendar for the whole world, just as I am in favor of a uni- 
form coinage for all countries, and a supplementary artificial language 
(like Esperanto, for example) for all peoples. 

"I have been informed of, and I welcome, the international movement 
for calendar reform. The efforts made by the Americans in this direction 
are particularly laudable because they represent a pure philanthropy. But 
their progress is hampered by national jealousies and national short-sight- 
edness," 

China's interest in calendar reform has been vigorously expressed. 
China's inhabitants, long numbering more than 500,000,000 — a quarter of 
the globe's population — have known from time immemorial two native 
calendars — their ancient lunar style and a solar calendar that followed the 
astronomical months precisely. The official lunar calendar was abolished 
with the coming of the Republic and replaced by the Gregorian, President 
Chiang Kai-Shek's Nationalistic Government strove hard to implement the 
use of the Gregorian calendar. 

Decrees were issued forbidding the printing and sale of the old Chinese 
calendar while the Government — or successive governments from 1911 to 
the present time — have declined legal recognition of documents and con- 
tracts dated according to the ancient system. That indicates the attitude 
of official China toward calendar reform today. It has been made clear in 
that country that any reform savoring of a 13-month calendar would en- 
counter opposition, but that a 12-month calendar of the general construc- 
tion of The World Calendar would find ultimate general acceptance. 
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The population of the world is estimated at 2,000,000,000, Jews of all 
persuasions are said to number 15,000,000 to 16,000,000 so that in con- 
templating a calendar for common use by all peoples, this Jewish minority 
is sufficiently large to be taken into account. 

The only objection which the Jewish race are believed to entertain 
against the development of a common world calendar is based on some ap- 
prehension expressed mostly by their religious leaders that such a calendar 
might weaken respect for the Sabbath, 

Advocates of The World Calendar point out in this connection that the 
perpetual World Calendar does not seek to interfere with individual na- 
tional or religious holidays. One has only to glance at a publication issued 
each year by the Guaranty Trust Company of New York entitled Bank and 
Public Holidays Throughout the World to appreciate how utterly impossible 
it would be to devise a common calendar which would affect the feast and 
other holidays of individual countries. More than two-thirds of a year are 
devoted to national, bank or religious holidays somewhere and this being 
so it will never be possible to develop a world calendar that will affect or 
govern individual national holidays. The last day of the year — Year-End 
Day — is the only day which The World Calendar supporters would set 
aside as a common World Holiday, but even that would not be permitted 
to interfere with national arrangements where the world and the strictly 
national holiday might conflict. 

The Jewish calendar in use today is both solar and lunar. Its years are 
reckoned by the sun and the months by the moon. The two systems are 
adjusted by intercalating the month in the 3d, 6th, 8th, 11th, 14th, 17th, and 
19th years of a 19-year cycle. For practical purposes such as the beginning 
of the Sabbath the day begins at sunset but the calendar day of 24 years 
always begins at 6 p.m. 

The Hebrew month varies between 29 and 30 days. The number of 
days in a year change. The total will be the days in a month, 29 days, 12 
hours, 44 minutes, 3% seconds, multiplied by 12 in an ordinary year and 
by 13 in a leap year. The main difference between the Jewish week or 
month and that of the Christian calendars is that the Jewish Sabbath falls 
upon Saturday instead of Sunday. That, it is again emphasized, should 
not interfere with Jewish acceptance of The World Calendar plan since, 
as I have stated, such a calendar can never hope and never would wish to 
regulate individual national or religious holidays. 

Officials, in conversation, have complained to me of their difficulties due 
to calendar differences. In Yugoslavia, for example, the state calendar is 
Gregorian. It is used by all government employees in their official rela- 
tions with the state. Yet in their private lives, as in the case of the larger 
proportion of the Yugoslavian population before the war, they made their 
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calculations and arranged their appointments on the basis of the Julian 
calendar. In that country most Moslems, though Slavs by origin, adhere 
to the Lunar calendar given them by Mohammed the Prophet, while the 
Jews, mostly of the Sephardic creed, have long observed only their own 
Jewish calendar 

The main conflict in Europe has been due, of course, to the disparage- 
ment of dates as between the Gregorian and Julian calendars. Elsewhere 
even in Asia, Turkey, the Middle East, throughout the Far East and in most 
parts of South America, the official calendar more generally than not has 
been the Gregorian. Natives in many lands, as in India, cling stubbornly 
to their old customs and therefore to their original calendars. It is sig- 
nificant, however, that among more enlightened elements of the Moham- 
medan, Chinese and Indian peoples the use of dates for calculations has 
been based for many years upon the Gregorian calendar, while, in more 
recent years, The World Calendar appears to have emerged as the practical 
ultimate ideal in calendar reform in the minds of the majority of these 
people. 

It cannot be reiterated too frequently in the interests of the success of 
The World Calendar movement that The World Calendar as evolved by The 
World Calendar Association has met with the approval of 14 governments. 
These governments are those of : 



The movement is sponsored internationally by the Chambers of Com- 
merce of the British Empire, the Universal Christian Council for Life and 
Work, the World Federation of Education Associations, in the United 
States by the National Education Association, the General Federation of 
Women's Clubs, the American Association for the Advancement of Science 
as well as countless other public bodies on this continent. Calendar reform 
organizations are advocating adoption of The World Calendar in 32 lands. 

The purpose of this article has not been to stress the virtues or advan- 
tages of The World Calendar but rather to emphasize, as a fairly widely 
traveled foreign correspondent, the inconveniences which have resulted in 
almost all spheres of national activity ranging from trade and commerce 
to religion, in those countries wherein calendar paradoxes have had to be 
taken into account. 



Afghanistan 



Mexico 
Norway 
Panama 
Peru 



Brazil 

Chile 

China 

Estonia 

Greece 



Turkey 
Uruguay 



Spain 



Hungary 
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The approaching dominance of air transport as an every-day mode of 
travel is advanced by officialdom in most if not all those countries as a 
sound reason for a rearrangement of the calendar system. World radio 
networks, operated now by nearly all nations, will definitely require a com- 
mon calendar and timing system, as they continue to develop. 

These are only a few of many practical considerations arising out of 
the advent of our highly industrialized, aeronautical and radio age which 
are causing thinking men and women everywhere to offer their support to 
a movement, which, by virtue of its ultimate success, will, ipso facto, dis- 
pose of untold inconveniences and difficulties, endured now so widely under 
our present calendar system. 



PROMINENT SCIENTIST DIES 

DR. CHARLES B. DAVENPORT, internationally known geneticist, who retired in 
1934 after 30 years as director of the Carnegie Institution's Station for Experi- 
mental Evolution, at Cold Spring Harbor, died February 18 at the Huntington, L. I., 
Hospital after a brief illness in his 78th year. 

In a letter to The World Calendar Association while Dr. Davenport was connected 
with the Carnegie Institution of Washington Eugenics Record Office, he said: 

"As you know, I am heartily in favor of simplification of the calendar, and think 
the 12-month equal-quarter plan superior to the 13 -month plan, 

"In regard to supporting the movement for action at the spring meeting of the 
National Academy, similar to action taken by the American Association, American 
Philosophical Society and American Academy of Arts and Sciences, I am free to say 
that if the matter came up at a general meeting for action by the members I should 
vote for a resolution approving the 12-month plan and probably, if it seemed desirable, 
speak for it." 



DR. HENDERSON DIES AT 70 

DR. YANDELL HENDERSON, professor emeritus of physiology of Yale University, 
died February 18 at the Scripps Memorial Hospital in La Jolla, Cal. He was 70 
years old* Dr. Henderson had been ill for a year and was visiting his son, Malcolm C. 
Henderson. 

Dr. Henderson was born in Louisville. He studied at Chenault's School, Louisville, 
and was graduated from Yale in 1895, He continued his studies of physiological chem- 
istry at Yale for four years and later at the University of Marburg in Germany. He 
served as an ensign aboard the TJ m S. S. Yale in the Spanish-American War. He re- 
turned to Yale in 1901 as an instructor in physiology at the medical school. He was 
made an assistant professor in 1903 and a professor in 1911. Upon his retirement 
in 1938 he became professor emeritus. 

In discussing The World Calendar with Miss Elisabeth Achelis, Dr. Henderson 
said: "Rest assured I will be glad to support calendar reform in the National Academy." 
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DEATH COMES TO 
ADVOCATE OF PROGRESS 



HE Honorable Dave Hennen Morris, loyal friend and staunch advo- 



cate of The World Calendar, and a member of the American Advisory 



Board of The World Calendar Association since 1937, died May 4 at 
his home at the age of 72 years. 

A prominent lawyer, he had a most varied and interesting life* In early 
youth he was for a brief time a homeopathic physician. He graduated from 
Harvard University in 1896, New York Law School in 1901, and received 
a master's degree in constitutional law from Columbia University in 1909, 
Mr. Morris was also an accomplished violinist, and in the field of sports 
was a yachtsman, tennis player, co-owner of a racing stable, and one of the 
founders of the Automobile Club of America and one of its first presidents. 

In 1933, President Koosevelt appointed Mr. Morris Ambassador to Bel- 
gium and Minister to Luxembourg, positions he held until 1937. With all 
these various interests, he was also active in educational and benevolent 
associations, a director of the Legal Aid Society and chairman of the Board 
of the Young Women's Christian Association's Retirement Fund, 

The broadminded and progressive spirit of Mr. Morris was shown in his 
ardent advocacy of a simple, common auxiliary language as an aid to 
humanity. It was this side of his character that also led him to advocate 
The World Calendar. 

In the Journal of Calendar Re form, June 1938 he wrote: 
"Let me touch upon a few of the outstanding advantages by which The 
World Calendar has appealed so forcibly to me* To begin with, it is a 
mechanism for international use upon which all nations may agree without 
its being to the special advantage of any one. Time is one of the few things 
we have which is fundamentally the common property of all Under this 
reformed system we shall enjoy a simplicity, and stability in timing our 
daily affairs such as we have never known before. In this unsettled and 
disordered world anything that is marked by harmony and balance ought 
to be welcome indeed. The two intercalary days of The World Calendar 
plan, as international holidays, appeal to anyone who has the interest of a 

many-peopled world at heart 

"A new civil calendar is greatly needed now, one which is more appro- 
priate to the modern day and age under which we live. Once the present 
obsolete system is replaced by the new World Calendar with its inherent 
harmony, order and stability, who knows what beneficial influence may be 
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felt upon our world from these desirable qualities? This calendar reform 
becomes a duty of intelligence which few of us can ignore or neglect. 

"Our todays would then more surely pave the way for better tomorrows, 
for it is our todays upon which our tomorrows are built/' 

In connection with a world language, he said in a radio address : 

"Let there be a new, unselfish coordination of effort by all, so that each 
may contribute of his best to a common solution of this world problem. We 
need a language worthy to supplement the radio and to bring to it new effi- 
ciency, so that man's thoughts may be universally apprehended even as 
this instrument sends the words spoken by their voices to the world ... a 
simply constructed secondary language, one world-language for all, provid- 
ing the means for direct communication among all mankind" 

To the Honorable Dave Hennen Morris a world language and a world 
calendar were both essentials toward the building of a better tomorrow 
and a better world. 



LETTER CARRIERS STUDY CALENDAR 

CHARLES A. PARKS, a Director of the Pennsylvania Bural Letter Carriers Associa- 
tion, has been designated by M. F. Gallagher, President, to present The World 
Calendar time-plan at the annual meeting of the State organization to be held at the 
Hotel Penn Alto in Altoona, Pennsylvania, July 17 and 18. 

Mr. Parks is Chairman of the Convention's Arrangements Committee and he has 
asked that a representative of The World Calendar Association be present at the State 
Convention to assist him in presenting The World Calendar story to their Association. 
The National President and the National President of the Rural Letter Carriers Auxili- 
ary both plan to attend this State meeting- 
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WHAT TIME IS IT? 



By Alma K, Anderson 

Mrs* Alma K* Anderson, President of the Red Head Brand 
Company, manufacturers of hunting, fishing and camping 
equipment, occupies a unique position among American in* 
dustrialists* Taking charge, after the death of her husband, 
of an organization manufacturing products used mainly by 
men, Mrs, Anderson in 15 years has more than doubled the 
business volume of the company. A graduate of Northwestern 
University and the Chicago College of Music, she still finds 
time to lend her influence to music and social ivork* She is 
a member of many leading clubs and organizations which 
include the Chicago Womarifs Club. Recently she assumed 
the added responsibility as President of the Illinois Federa- 
tion of Music Clubs* These various activities have given her 
a broad picture of the benefits of a calendar which "stays 
put.'* 



( HE answer to that every-day recurring question* "What time is it?'* 



is everywhere. One need only glance at the watch on hia wrist or 



the clock on the wall to find the right answer. In Iceland, or Siam, 
the same watch or clock would still be telling the right time. 

Your first watch may not have been quite as good as the one you have 
today, but it had the same two hands and the same hours on its dial. In 
other words, last year's watch is this year's watch as well In fact, you and 
I have looked at the same watch so long we little realize what a wonder- 
fully universal thing it is, and all because each day has the same number 
of hours, minutes and seconds, no matter on what part of this earth you 
happen to be. 

And this universal convenience of telling time by the watch was further 
improved when it became standardized throughout the world in 1884, 
whereby clock time became more closely synchronized with the sun's posi- 
tion in the varying parts of the globe. Today we know that for every 15 
degrees of longitude to the east it is one hour later, and to the west one 
hour earlier. This seems so simple, yet it took years of scientific and 
patient research and calculation to accomplish. 

One can imagine what it would be like to have to change to a new watch 
every year or every month. To have street-car, train and bus schedules 
revised monthly, to say nothing of your working hours. How long would 
we put up with it? 
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Yet you and I actually tolerate a calendar which changes every month 
and every year ; a calendar so irregular that only two consecutive months 
in each year have the same number of days — July and August. There are 
only two successive months, February and March, which start on the same 
day of the week, but they end on different days. In every fourth year, 
which is a leap year, these months do not have even that in common. So 
we must constantly consult a calendar to determine how today's date (a 
Friday) differs from the same date {a Thursday) last year. It should 
really not be different at all, and it need not be, if we could just act upon 
plain common sense. 

Business and professional men, scientists and educators, engineers and 
legislators, men notable in their field, acknowledge that there is too much 
confusion in the calendar we use today. Planning of schedules is difficult 
because supposedly corresponding dates do not correspond with weekdays 
from one year or one month to the next. They never can as long as our 
roving calendar remains as it is. For example, Christmas fell on Saturday 
in 1943, and this year it will be Monday, Any merchant's Christmas plans 
for 1944 must be entirely different from those of 1943. His plans for 
advertising and sales are paramount as "Christmas comes but once a year," 
yet he must almost entirely disregard his past records (established at no 
small cost) , and resort to much guesswork. And what is not sufficiently 
understood is the fact that it is the ultimate consumer who pays for all this 
through what is called "overhead expense"; a portion of which must be 
added to the original cost of every article the merchant stocks in determin- 
ing the setting price. So, this confused, irregular calendar affects everyone 
directly, in the pocketbook. 

There is a, new calendar as "stable as your watch/' the revised 12-month 
calendar of equal quarters known as The World Calendar. Every year 
begins on Sunday and so does every quarter of the year. The first month 
of each of these quarters has 31 days and the other two 30 days each. And 
each month has exactly 26 weekdays, plus Sundays. So, the year is divided 
into four quarters of equal length— 91 days or 13 weeks or 3 months. This 
completes the 364-day year, and with the 365th day placed on an extra Sat- 
urday, following Saturday, December 30, as a World Holiday every year, 
the calendar becomes fixed and regular ; a similar method is employed for 
leap years, when the Leap- Year Day falls in the middle of the year, after 
June 30. 

Once put into use, The World Calendar will be as permanent, as univer- 
sal, as your watch. Were your birthday to occur on Wednesday one year, 
it would fall on Wednesday continuously, and the day and date would be 
jointly registered, 

Our particular manufacturing business is dependent for the most part 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



SECOND QUARTER 1944 



upon two fine outdoor sports— hunting and fishing. The hunting seasons 
are short, so every day must be made to count. The law appoints the time 
when the open season begins and ends. The State regulates this law for 
upland or local species, while Federal authorities take control over migra- 
tory species. 

In the Chicago area, for example, there are exactly ten days — Novem- 
ber 10th to 19th — on which hunters are permitted to take pheasants." Gen- 
erally the opening date is the most favorable, so every hunter wants to 
be out bright and early on that particular day. Since open seasons are 
measured by the date of the month, the opening can fall on any day of the 
week. Quite obviously when this day happens to fall on Sunday the need 
to go to the office or shop is not a factor. This makes it ideal for business, 
for the Saturday afternoon and evening preceding bring brisk purchasing 
of equipment at the sport stores. This many times results in complete 
"sellouts," that naturally reflect themselves in our sales volume, for we have 
to replenish these depleted stocks so that we "sell out/* too. 

In contrast, let us consider a season which opens on Wednesday- A 
certain percentage of the sportsmen cannot neglect their work. Another 
group that could be spared do not wish to sacrifice their pay. Considering 
these, and also unfavorable weather, the ranks of sportsmen who enjoy this 
pleasure are reduced still further. Saturday being the last good day for 
him, the retailer fervently hopes that those who anticipated hunting on 
Sunday will not forgo hunting, as many will if reports indicate there is 
scarcity of game, or if unfavorable weather is forecast. All this cuts deeply 
into sales volume. The loss to the retailer can never be quite recovered 
for, until another season some 12 months later, this stock and money 
invested in inventory cannot be turned over but must remain idle. 

The tricky calendar shows that next year the season opens on the same 
date but, of course, a different weekday— a Thursday. This is no more 
favorable than was Wednesday. The worst years are those when the sea- 
son opens from Tuesday to Friday and these run consecutively for three 
years, even granting that there will be one leap year out of the four omit- 
ting one of these days. 

With The World Calendar in operation, with every year the same, fish 
and game seasons could be arranged to open ideally on a Saturday, Sunday 
or Monday every year with immeasurable benefit to the sportsman as well 
as to the nation-wide business of equipping him for recreation and sport. 
To have days and dates agree, year after year, for the opening and 
closing of the hunting and fishing seasons is obviously of great advantage. 
Small wonder, then, that we are strong for The World Calendar- 
Hunting and fishing are the only sports wherein the law prescribes 
the seasons, but the customs of each of the various groups of other sports 
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usually control the opening and closing dates. Under The World Calendar 
seasons would become uniformly standardized as to their days as well as 
their dates. 

Many summer sports, including swimming and yachting, open simul- 
taneously with resorts on Memorial Day. And special sporting events are 
always featured for this occasion. Obviously a three-day holiday would 
stimulate interest and pleasure, and reflect itself in increased business 
each year. 

Memorial Day, however, comes on a Thursday, May 30, in this new 
calendar. It should be a comparatively easy matter with this steady time- 
plan in use to observe holidays on Mondays, whereby Memorial Day would 
always come on May 27- This date has another deep significance for, were 
the churches to decide to fix Easter on the second Sunday in April (the 8th 
in The World Calendar), Whitmonday— a great European, English and 
South American holiday— would then fall simultaneously on Monday, May 
27. Certainly there is something deeply satisfactory in associating our 
Memorial Day with Whitmonday that follows Whitsunday (Pentecost). 

You can easily imagine the beneficial effect this perpetual calendar has 
on all sports events— big days in the life of many schools and communities. 
These traditional affairs could be arranged to recur on the same day and 
date, the one most favorable for the occasion, every year. In such sports 
as baseball, football, basketball or hockey, involved schedules are called 
for each year and arranged at great expense and trouble under our present 
time system. With The World Calendar in operation such schedules, once 
set, could be used year after year with no more change than the names of 
contestants. In this connection it is highly significant to note that the 
Amateur Athletic Union of the United States, which has supervision of all 
types of amateur athletic contests and American participation in the Olym- 
pic Games, unanimously approved this new perpetual calendar of 12 
months and equal quarters. 

Let us return for a moment to the short hunting season to point out that 
similar conditions exist for almost all other kinds of merchandise pertinent 
to many other important occasions, such as Christmas, Independence and 
Memorial Days. Although these are of short duration, they are the subject 
of months of anticipation by the public and of preparation and promotion 
by those who make and distribute merchandise for these occasions. They 
are observed on the same date of the month but not on the same day of the 
week. Would it not be a great advantage to everyone were these 
arranged always to come on Monday so that, tied in with Saturday and 
Sunday, they would afford us a three-day long recess, a welcome respite in 
our intensive and competitive lives? 

Then there is another group of nationally observed holidays, including 
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Labor Day and Thanksgiving Day. In reverse fashion these days come on 
a certain day of the week regardless of the date of the month. Labor seems 
to have shown rare good judgment, for it selected the first Monday in Sep- 
tember- Definite as to the day but indefinite as to date, thus confining it 
to the first seven dates of the month. We commend the foresight of the 
responsible labor leaders who coupled it with Sunday to make certain of at 
least one three-day recess every year. We might say they were World 
Calendar conscious. 

By proclamation of our first President, Thanksgiving happened to have 
received its official start on a Thursday, the last one in November, which, 
it is recorded, was the 26th day. Subsequent celebrations have followed 
the pattern of the last Thursday, which is usually the fourth in the month, 
except for certain years when there is a fifth Thursday in November. This 
irregularity caused great inconvenience to manufacturers, retailers, schools 
and universities. 

Congress, realizing the difficulty that a roving Thanksgiving caused the 
people, passed an Act which was duly signed by the President December 
26, 1941, whereby Thanksgiving has been set on the fourth Thursday every 
November. Even this stabilization, the nearest we can come to in our still 
wandering calendar, is of real advantage, Its benefits would be enhanced 
still more were it to come always on its regular date as well as day, possible 
only with a perpetual time-system like that of The World Calendar. 

In the same manner, to have Christmas always come on Monday, 
December 25, and were the churches to agree on a fixed Easter, the second 
Sunday in April, religious life as well as civil life would receive untold 
advantages. The public weal resulting from fixed holidays would be 
increased and stimulated as toil is punctuated by holidays. We have the 
will and the power to replace the present idiosyncrasies with an assurance 
of certainty whereby the calendar difficulties that today confront business, 
school and social activities would be eliminated. Thus let us take the first 
step toward order, stability and unity now. We regard the change in the 
calendar a subject worthy of inclusion in every code for international peace 
and postwar planning under consideration. 

This is the year in which the last four months of our present calendar 
are identical with those of the proposed World Calendar, an opportune 
period for us to begin the operation of this new and better calendar and 
continue right on with it in 1945 and forever. 

Such action would be highly desirable, but because of the war nations 
and peoples do not seem to see it that way. Thus in all probability the 
unusual occasion of the coincidental fourth quarter of 1944 in both calen- 
dars will be applied only for studies and research — comparing the same 
period of 1943 in the Gregorian with that of the proposed World Calendar 
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in 1944. And in this manufacturers and retailers have an important role. 
The resultant facts and figures would be a practical demonstration of the 
many advantages The World Calendar would exert in our personal, busi- 
ness, national and world affairs. By utilizing the next few years to study 
and toward obtaining endorsements from prominent organizations and 
influential leaders, national and international action should be obtained in 
1947 (a pre-presidential election year). The two or three years then fol- 
lowing would enable everyone to get his house in order for the actual opera- 
tion of The World Calendar on Sunday, January %, 1950— when again the 
two calendars meet. 

What time is it? It is time for The World Calendar to get its hear- 
ing A calendar, that is as steady, as ordered and as reliable in measuring 
the days of the year uniformly as is the clock in measuring the hours of 
the day, demands attention. Thus The World Calendar becomes the fitting 
companion piece to the clock, and the two time-systems are worthy instru- 
ments to guide our days and years. 



UNIFORMITY WINS OVER VARIETY 

By Professor E. R. Gross 
College of Agriculture, Rutgers University 

rjlHE regular arrival of the Journal of Calendar Reform is an event inasmuch as I 
J- enjoy very much reading some of the articles. I also consider Tan ho^or to be 
enlisted m the good cause of changing the calendar to something regular, orderlv and 
evenly proportioned. Especially does it seem to me to be of great value to have the 
days of each month find their place in the week and stay there, so thaTFebruary 2 for 
instance, would always be Thursday. r * Ior 

j have on my desk a small booklet entitled A S0O Year Calendar. Why should such 

\h™ Gd TV ThC 18 ° bvi0l,S bMa,,3e of the irregularitiea and vagaries 

i ?A en i d -5 cauS1 .^ /he days «,f the week and the days of the month to slide 

by each other in kaleidoscopic fashion. In order to have a complete reference calendar 
for every year it ,s necessary to have 14 calendars, one beginning on each day of the 
week from Sunday to Saturday, seven calendars, and another series of seven for leap 
years. One of these will fit any year since the last calendar change. But the small 
volume on my desk is necessary if I wis h to correlate the date with the day of the 
^stance, in a few years someone, in thinking of the momentous struggle 
now going on, will say 'Remember Pearl Harbor" and in an instant he will say, "That 
was December 7, 19« » but the fact that it happened on Sunday morning, while 
nificant, can only be determined from memory, from recorded history or from a calendar 
selected from the 14 varieties we now employ. "Variety is the spice of life" so they 
say but in the use of the calendar I think uniformity has its advantages 

^wJff^ ""7 ° th !. r V ^^hope that a change in the calendar to a more 
balanced form may be made to become effective in I960. 
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PREDATE MAKES COMING 
EVENTS CAST THEIR 
SHADOWS BEFORE THEM 



By Henry Piatt, Editor, United Press Predate 

Mr* Piatt is not only a newspaper man but a patient re- 
searcher as well. With a follow-up file system, a ^tickler** 
plan, definitely of his own creation, he sits in the United 
Press Predate office and tips off newspaper men all over 
North America about events weeks and months before they 
are scheduled to take place* Newspapers, radio, news ser- 
vices, advertising agencies and sales organizations are among 
those whose plans for the future can he more definitely 
scheduled because Mr, Piatt not only reminds them of what 
happened last year but, what is more important, when that 
same event — and many others — wili take place this year* 



AKE any newspaper, daily or weekly, or any news or picture maga- 



zine, and you will find news and features of two sorts: One is the 



kind of news that "just happens," known to the journalistic profes- 
sion as spot news; the other is scheduled news. Press and radio have 
devised their own methods of preparedness for both" kinds of news. Spot 
news will "break" any time. But preparation of scheduled news coverage 
is a matter of calendar work, and much depends on which calendar you 
work with. 

Newsmen have to keep track of many kinds of scheduled events. They 
do so by means of what they call their "Futures Book" — which in many 
cases is just a desk calendar, and in others the syndicated futures book 
published by United Press under the name of Predate, This was estab- 
lished six years ago to keep newsmen posted on the more important sched- 
uled events of news interest. 

Such events form a considerable part of the news. A survey of one 
week's issues of The New York Times some time before Pearl Harbor 
showed that news stories on events scheduled ahead filled enough columns 
to make up the equivalent of a complete weekday issue. Many of these 
events were "annuals," occurring more or less at the same time each year. 
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There are thousands of annual events in the United States each year, 
ranging all the way from baby parades to important national observances! 
One— though by no means the only— reason for the existence of United 
Press Predate is the necessity to "precover" these events for the benefit of 
editors and other newsmen. 

News coverage being a competitive business, a head start is often 
essential, sometimes decisive, for press associations, newspapers, news and 
picture magazines, radio networks and stations, news, feature and photo 
syndicates, advertising agencies,, marketing services, public relations coun- 
selors and publicists. Knowing ahead of time where and when an event 
of interest to their readers or other customers will take place, they are 
able, for example, to check their day-by-day news coverage ; assign feature 
stories to their writers ; prepare commercials for sponsored radio programs 
which "tie in" with an event of the day; catch oddities on the news front; 
order or offer action shots of known events and plan for their delivery 
to meet a magazine deadline; make the so-called predated publications 
timely; allocate features so they will fall on timely dates; tie promotion 
campaigns into areas where specific groups congregate, and plan sales, 
advertising and publicity tie-ups. 

So much for the importance of scheduled news to those handling it. 
More often than not, scheduled news has good "feature angles," pictorial 
and sometimes editorial possibilities. Incidentally, newsmen are not the 
only ones who have to take time by the forelock in order to gain and hold 
the attention of the public. 

Why is the "precoverage" of all this scheduled news such a complicated 
task? The answer is simple: Most of them are bouncing around the cal- 
endar with the annual cycle of shifting days, weeks and months, forced 
by its vagaries into a merry-go-round of confusion. As far as the schedul- 
ing, coverage and exploitation of annual events is concerned, the present 
calendar causes no end of waste in their promotion and in fact deprives 
them of much of their punch. 

Six years of editing United Press Predate have left no doubt in my 
mind that a perpetual calendar would not only relieve newsmen of many 
headaches but would open up entirely new possibilities of promotion in 
the fields of travel, commercial, ideological and charitable campaigns, con- 
ventions, sports, etc. 

For most of the annual events I have in mind, calculation of next year's 
date— if there is a "formula" for the date and if this formula is known— 
requires the type of mind our current income tax forms demand. On the 
other hand, much of the advance information now painfully compiled in 
Predate from week to week and from month to month could be brought 
together in one annual handbook if our calendar were what it is supposed 
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to be — a clearly marked path into the future instead of an obstacle race, 
an open book to anybody instead of a crystal ball. 

A few examples of one week's typical annual events listed — in addition 
to the frequently more important one-time events — in Predate last January 
may serve to illustrate the point. The week of January 9 — meaning Sun- 
day, January 9, 1944 — starts off with the 85th birthday of the grand old 
lady of the fight for women's rights, Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt — a red- 
letter day for the National League of Women Voters which she founded. 
Like everybody else's birthday, hers has been roving through all the days 
of the week for 85 years, confronting those anxious to give the day national 
importance with a different problem from year to year, Monday, January 
10, was to mark the opening of the Second Session of the 78th Congress, 
convening after a three weeks' holiday for the lawmakers. Under the 
Constitution, Article XX, "Congress shall assemble at least once in every 
year, and such meeting shall begin at noon on the third day of January, 
unless they shall by law appoint a different day" . . . which they have done 
frequently in the past and will no doubt do again and again until The 
World Calendar will permit a final solution. 

Another scheduled news event for January 10 was the official release, 
at a specified time of the day, of the Agriculture Department's periodic 
general crop report. Every year around Christmas, the Department has 
to publish a new schedule of its regular crop and livestock reports, de- 
signed chiefly to take care of the slight variations in dates made necessary 
by the changing calendar. Needless to say, the mimeographed eight-page 
schedule, sent to editors "for filing and reference" use, is rarely filed and 
hardly ever available when the reference is needed. 

Also on January 10 came the openings of the important annual con- 
ventions of the National Retail Dry Goods Association and the Society of 
Automotive Engineers, one in New York, the other in Detroit, both pro- 
ductive of considerable news- Obviously, both associations have good 
reasons to make their meetings start on a Monday, one of them presumably 
being the possibility for their members to travel on Sunday. Under The 
World Calendar, Monday, January 9, could become their standard meeting 
date, facilitating many phases of preparation for the association itself and 
its members. The same holds true for such trade events as the semi-annual 
Furniture Market of the New York Furniture Exchange which opened 
the same day for a six-day run of weekdays. 

Leaving the big cities, we find, for example, that also on January 10, 
the big Roy J. Turner ranch in Oklahoma — one of the state's show places — 
holds its annual Hereford auction, known to the experts as a bovine society 
event for which the purebred beauties are bathed with castile soap and 
even the hair on their white faces is encouraged to wave. This one is not 
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just a cattle auction but a modern barn show drawing some thousand "first 
nighters," including big names in the Midwestern financial world and even 
a couple of governors. But if you want to know beforehand when the 
auction comes off this year, you wiU have to have at least a good "string 
correspondent" on the spot because the calendar . . . you know what I mean. 

Next day, January 11, being the second Tuesday in January, the legis- 
latures of New Jersey and South Carolina were to convene. All states in 
the Union have such formulas, or more complicated ones like the Wednes- 
day after the second Monday, There is nothing wrong with them except 
that their meaning, in terms of actual dates, changes from year to year, 
and that the key to the problem, in the form of next year's calendar, is 
never around when you need it, and the formula itself available only to 
research experts who know where to ask for it {The Council of State 
Governments, if you ask me.) Similar confusion appears two days later, 
January 13, which was an important date for newsmen to watch because 
it was Mr, Willkie's first opportunity to file his formal entry as candidate 
in a Presidential primary this year. To figure out that January 13 was 
his first and February 12 his last chance to file for the New Hampshire 
contest, one had to refer to the latest edition of an erudite booklet "printed 
for the use of the Office of the Secretary of the Senate" and making it 
entirely clear that in New Hampshire the candidate may file 60 to 30 days 
before the primary, and that the date of the primary election itself was 
the second Tuesday in March, 

^ Even frivolity now has to work with such formulas. January 13, 1944, 
being the second Thursday in January this year, the Union Society for 
the Detection of Horse Thieves and the Recovery of Stolen Property sched- 
uled its annual chase and mock hanging of a prominent "horse thief" for 
that day. The affair, which has a tradition of 132 years, and in fact was 
a serious undertaking at a time when horse stealing ranked next to murder 
in seriousness of crime, was finally called off this year but has in the past 

been an excellent "feature possibility" for writers and photographers 

unless they missed it because of the lack of a fixed date or failure to consult 
Predate. 

On the welfare front, the next day marked the official start of the 
annual fund-raising appeal of the National Foundation for Infantile 
Paralysis which annually reaches its climax on the President's birthday, 
January 30— another date which, floating around the calendar, causes con- 
siderable difficulties in scheduling and promoting the annual birthday balls 
in different localities. The same is true for such promotions as the "Junior 
Chamber of Commerce Week" and the annual "Large-Size Promotion" in 
chain drugstores, both beginning January 14 this year but not in 1945. 

This one week's examples, selected at random, suffice to throw light 
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on the current scene of scheduled news. The picture is one of confusion 
and waste. One special promotion week has ten days, another five. Con- 
ventions are forever shifting their dates within a usually narrow range 
to make their schedule fit the vacation or other plans of the members which 
in turn are fluctuating eternally with the calendar. The important problem 
of how to avoid scheduling of conflicting dates has to be done all over 
from year to year. Annual sports events, for which the schedule is all- 
important, hop on and off the bandwagon of the latest calendar human 
ingenuity was able to devise and agree upon. The famous Laredo, New 
Mexico, celebration of Washington's birthday — a three-day week-end affair 
which under The World Calendar could always begin on Sunday, February 
19— is typical of hundreds of similar events now engaged in a hopeless 
pursuit of the "nearest Sunday." 

What would this picture look like if we had The World Calendar ? In 
the first place, the schedule maker's job could be done once and for all 
Undreamed-of possibilities would open up for the promoter of annual 
events. Almanacs could finally shake off the dust of a largely retrospective 
attitude ; they might include any number of annual events. Desk and wall 
calendars could be similarly brought to life. Promotional calendars for 
various fields could for the first time be safely prepared a year ahead of 
time, and their users would no longer be surprised by annual events pop- 
ping up at the last moment, too late for adequate preparation. Predate 
itself could at last eliminate the deadweight of such information, limiting 
its current issues to spot news and new angles on standard events, for the 
rest referring to a basic handbook covering the whole year. 

Symmetry, one might object, leads to uniformity which causes bore- 
dom. The answer is that annual events are not based on the surprise 
factor. The fact of their occurrence does not now become more interesting 
because identification involves a "guess when" game. An annual convention 
as such is news only in the relatively few cases where it has established 
a reputation for newsworthiness, such as the annual meetings of the 
National Association of Manufacturers or the American Medical Associa- 
tion. Generally, the spot news developed through the proverbial "headline 
speaker" or the subjects covered and new developments disclosed are the 
core of the resulting publicity* The annual football bowl classics do not 
lose in interest because everybody knows where and when they are played. 
In other words, standard events that fail to develop spontaneous news will 
drop by the wayside, as far as their actual coverage by press, radio and 
newsreel is concerned, regardless of how difficult or easy it may be to make 
their happening known. 

Streamlined presentation of the basic date material would help not 
only those anxious to promote their events. Largely as a result of the 
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unpredictability of our calendar, there is now going on a hide-and-seek 
game between editors and promoters, the former seeking newspegs and 
the latter outlets. The World Calendar would arrange the standard news- 
pegs for the first time so that they cease to be a field of booby traps and 
become solid hitching posts. Predate, incidentally, has often served as a 
mediator between these two groups, causing hundreds of feature articles, 
editorials, and radio program features on which, without this bridge across 
the gap of the future, the twain would never have met. 

In this respect, editorial and advertising deadlines are extremely impor- 
tant. And the problem is complicated by the fact that too many publicists 
still think of their work in terms of dailies only, missing important chances 
with weekly and monthly magazines whose deadlines range as far as four 
months ahead of time, and in turn depriving these magazines of sometimes 
valuable newspegs. Finally, at the "spending end," advertisers and their 
agencies, as well as those selling space or time, would benefit tremendously 
from definite advance knowledge of the annual events in certain fields. 

Today, private, individual "presearch" has to take the place of an 
orderly calendar* Such presearch is complicated and expensive — needlessly 
so as far as annual events are concerned. For the newsman, it is a perma- 
nent headache which United Press Predate can relieve but not cure since 
inclusion of the innumerable annual events of purely local significance 
would defeat the purpose of this national advance news service. 

The basic remedy is The World Calendar. 



DR+ HERBERT L, WILLETT DIES AT 79 

DR. HERBERT L. WILLETT, one of the nation's outstanding- figures in the fields 
of religion and education, died at Winter Park, Florida, March 28, 1944. He was 
79 years of age. 

Dr. Willett was a member of the faculty of the University of Chicago for many 
years, and from 1916 to 1920 was president of the Chicago Church Federation. From 
1920 to 1925 Dr. Willett was the Chicago representative of the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America and later served as chairman of its Midwest committee. 

His scholarship was recognized beyond the bounds of Protestantism. Jewish schol- 
ars sought his counsel as a noted Talmudist At a dinner given in his honor a decade 
ago at the Covenant Club, he was affectionately introduced as "an honorary rabbi, 
whose knowledge of our people, their language and traditions matches our ablest teach- 
ers." Like the late Dr. William Adams Brown, he was an ardent advocate of a fixed 
Easter on the second Sunday in April, 

Until only a few months prior to his death, Dr. Willett had been the pastor of the 
Union Church in Kenilworth, Illinois. Both in his capacity as a minister and as an 
educator, and as an associate editor of The Christian Century he contributed greatly 
to the work of The World Calendar Association. 

He was the author of innumerable books — among them Life and Teachings of 
Jesus, Basic Truths of the Christian Faith, Prophets of Israel, The Call of the Christ, 
The Bible Through the Centuries and The Jew Through the Centuries, 
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WORLD CALENDAR 
ADVOCATES URGE 
ADOPTION 

By Vincent Johnson 

From Pittsburgh, Pa., Post-Gazette, September 25, 1943 



"Thirty days hath September 99 . . ■ 
Still it does, but this remember: 
Eight months have them, in perfect order, 
But thirty -one days start every quarter, 
December gets an extra Saturday — 
While "W" ends the year that way. 
Leap Years have an added boon* 
An extra "W" that comes in June* 

THE old verse relating the lengths of the months — familiar alike to 
vacation-minded schoolboys and to inventory-minded business men — 
will have to be revised into couplets like the above if The World Cal- 
endar Association gets it way. 

The Association favors adoption of The World Calendar as an improve- 
ment over the Gregorian, which most of the world has been using ever 
since 1582 and which reformers have been abusing ever since the new 
calendar was devised. 

Retaining all the progressive features of the Gregorian calendar, the 
new system at the same time would eliminate existing absurdities, incon- 
veniences and unbalance, its advocates maintain. 

Lengths of the familiar 12 months are rearranged in The World 
Calendar so as to equalize the quarters of the year into 91-day periods. 
Instead of 365 days there are 364 and a Year-End Day designated as De- 
cember W (December 31). 

Since 91 days cannot be divided among three months equally, the first 
month of each quarter is given 31 days. This gives January, April, July 
and October 31 days each and the rest 30, 

Every year and every quarter begins on the same day, Sunday, the 
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first day of the week. Consequently the same day of the month comes on 
the same day of the week every year. This will be a source of infinite re- 
lief to the traditional witness in the crime melodrama who is asked by the 
prosecutor where he was 11 years ago on the night of January 19. 

The last day of the year — December W — is designated as a World Holi- 
day by all countries adopting the new calendar. The theory is that on that 
day the calendar takes a holiday, so the people who reckon by it might 
just as well take one, too. 

Leap year is provided for by adding an extra day after June 30, to be 
known as June W. 

Christmas, universally recognized as a holiday December 25, always 
comes on Monday in The World Calendar. 

Religious and secular holidays are to be fixed by their respective groups. 
There would be a special meeting of all churches to agree upon a fixed 
Easter, the date now suggested being Sunday, April 8. 

Like Federal Union and other movements, The World Calendar de- 
pends on international cooperation to achieve its purpose. Fourteen gov- 
ernments already have officially approved the calendar. They include: 
Afghanistan, Brazil, Chile, China, Estonia, Greece, Hungary, Mexico, Nor- 
way, Panama, Peru, Spain, Turkey and Uruguay, 

Several global organizations, like the Chambers of Commerce of the 
British Empire and the Universal Christian Council, are sponsoring it 
internationally. In the United States it has won the approval of the Na- 
tional Education Association and Chambers of Commerce, including that 
of Pittsburgh which earlier this month sent a report on its advocacy to 
the United States Chamber of Commerce. 

Two large industries, motion pictures and radio, already have adopted 
a quarter-year of exactly 13 weeks in a 12-month calendar as a basis for 
contracts, reports and calculations. If other firms were to do this, begin- 
ning their quarterly divisions on the first Sunday of January, April, July 
and October and regarding the 365th day separately, the transition to a 
new calendar would be accomplished without friction, World Calendarites 
claim. 

The World Calendar is expected to lend harmony, order, stability and 
balance to the computation of production, pay rolls, deliveries, purchases 
and to relieve that annual headache, the inventory. 

Labor would benefit by the elimination of pay-roll inconveniences and 
irregularities occasioned by the present calendar. 

The farmer— whether his crop is milk, livestock or grain — will find 
his work easier and his profits greater when and if The World Calendar 
is adopted, according to Professor E. R. Gross, of the department of agri- 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



SECOND QUARTER 1944 



93 



cultural engineering at Rutgers University. Professor Gross has this to 
say: 

"Whether it is the planting of a crop, its cultivation or its harvesting ; 
whether it is the purchase, the feeding or the sale of livestock ; and even 
though the day's routine may be as methodical and constant as that of 
the average dairy farmer, the days, dates and periods of the year must 
be readily comparable with the periods of previous years, 

"With one month having five Sundays and four Saturdays last year and 
with the situation reversed this year, and with days and dates constantly 
changing, comparison is difficult if not impossible. Planning takes extra 
time and time on the farm today is more than money/' 

The rule of thumb in retail merchandising is the provocative phrase, 
"Beat last year's figures." To a large extent, the success or failure of 
every season, every regularly scheduled sale and every single day is mea- 
sured by a comparison with the corresponding figures of the previous year. 

Trend in "figures" is just as important to the retailer as the trend in 
the fashions that clothe them. 

The World Calendar, with every year, quarter, month, week and holi- 
day the same, enables the retailer to set up a standard for planning the 
week's merchandising. 

Educators favor some form of world calendar which will balance and 
stabilize school schedules. 

Final appeal of The World Calendar is to the housewife, who is scrimp- 
ing these days not only to save money but ration points as well. Well-or- 
dered calendars, advocates of the system believe, make for well-ordered 
meals, 

Children may have some difficulty changing over from their old nursery 
rhyme — 

"Thirty days hath September, April, June and November . . . " 

That verse neatly covers the idiosyncracies of the old calendar. But 
there's always the chance that some day it will be replaced — by a verse 
explaining the advantages of the new. 
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TOMORROW'S 

CALENDAR? 

By Curt B. Beck, Editor-in-Chief, The Tech Engineering 
Newfl, Professional Journal of the Vndergraduatet, Massa- 
chi, setts Institute of Technology, December 1943 (Abridged) 



THIS is the day and time that everyone is thinking about far-reaching 
improvements of our living conditions. Postwar planning worked out 
to the most minute detail, in fact, a complete social and economic revo- 
lution is staring us in the face— the proposal and adoption of highly ideal- 
istic governmental policies confronts us on all sides and we are assured 
again and again that, comes the peace, we will never again see the world 
we were used to back in the twenties and thirties. Along with all of the 
postwar panaceas comes a suggestion which has struck the editors of Tech 
Engineering News as being worthy of much more credit than it has yet 
received. This is The World Calendar reform plan, also known as the 
12-month equal-quarter plan, which, if adopted, we think will contribute as 
much to human comfort and orderly living as any other single postwar pro- 
posal. But this is not an editorial, so let us investigate the facts of the mat- 
ter, for this sensational idea has as its basis good common sense backed by 
a long-needed reform in our method of counting the days. 

It was primitive man who made the first contribution towards regi- 
menting our daily actions when he divided the day into 24 hours The 
Babylonians divided the hour into 60 minutes and the minutes into 60 sec- 
onds. The 12 moon cycles of 29^ days each soon gave rise to the concept 
of integrating the four seasons into a year, and Julius Caesar was the first 
one to do anything concrete in this respect. He found the mean solar year 
to be 364Vi days and thus originated the first of the modern calendars, the 
Julian calendar. Leap year was of course necessary every fourth year to 
keep the balance. The Julian year was inaccurate itself and missed being a 
true year by 11 minutes and 14 seconds, or one day in 128 years, an error 
which amounted to 10 days by the time of Pope Gregory XIII in the six 
teenth century. After five years' investigation of the problem, Pope Greg, 
ory established the modern or Gregorian calendar, skipping 10 days and 
eliminating leap year in all centenary years except those divisible by 400 
to correct the mistake. Modern astronomy has found that the solar year is 
365 days, 5 hours, 48 minutes, and 46.15 seconds, and it has been proposed 
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that the year 4000 and all its multiples not be leap year to make the final 
correction. 

An interesting fact about the English adoption of the Gregorian calen- 
dar (some years after the Catholic countries had adopted it by papal edict) 
was the fact that the 11 days between September 2 and September 14 f 
1752, were skipped. Even then labor unions were active* and the guild lead- 
ers were greatly set back when their demand for pay for the missing 11 
days was refused. Among other changes brought about by this step-up of 
time, Washington's birthday was moved from February 11 (the actual 
date) to February 22 (the date by the Gregorian calendar) , 

The faults of the Gregorian calendar are obvious and numerous. The 
mainj objection to it is its complete lack of organization and its incongruity- 
One can never tell the number of days in a month, the date a certain day 
will fall on, or the day a holiday will fall on without a complicated recital 
of Elizabethan rhymes, counting on the fingers, or consultation of a calen- 
dar. Every year is different from every other year, and holidays hop from 
day to day in different years like a grasshopper. In this day of precise 
measurements, planned time, and the eternal struggle for maximum effi- 
ciency, this old calendar appears to have no place. 

Of the two feasible plans which have yet been offered to reform the cal- 
endar, The World Calendar is by far the most satisfactory. (George East- 
man's 13-month 52-week year idea has recently been dropped as impracti- 
cal,) The World Calendar is simplicity itself, Contrary to the Eastman 
calendar, The World Calendar has only 12 months with the same names as 
they had before. The year is divided into four quarters, each containing 
three months of 31, 30, and 30 days respectively. Each of these quarters is 
of equal length, 91 days, and begins on a Sunday and ends on Saturday. An 
extra Saturday is thrown in after December 30 to make 365 days. An- 
other extra Saturday is included in leap year, occurring after June 30, 
Both days are holidays. Every year is the same as every other year in 
all respects, since every date always occurs on the same day of the month 
any year. 

The high point of The World Calendar is, of course, that it offers a solu- 
tion to nearly all of the bad points of the Gregorian. Its main virtue is its 
simplicity, but it also offers ease of adoption combined with only a modi- 
cum of changes of the position of the days in our old system. 

The group profiting the most by this arrangement will be the business 
men. These men suffer the most of any occupation from the vagaries of 
our method of indicating our position in the solar orbit. With every day of 
every month the same over a period of years, it would greatly simplify 
planning for future sales, something which merchants have to leave to 
judgment and chance at present. No longer would the business man have 
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to compare a five-Saturday September (as in 1944) with a four-Saturday 
September (as in 1943) and be required to judge sales by such a compari- 
son, Moreover, with holidays stabilized as proposed in the plan, unevenness 
of demand will be largely done away with, as in the case of Easter. Easter, 
which can vary anywhere from March 22 to April 25 (thanks to a decree 
of the Council of Nicaea in 325 A.D.) could be fixed as April 8, historians' 
most recent approximation to the exact anniversary of the Resurrection. 
Thus the post-Easter postponement of purchasing would always come after 
the eighth of April and not anywhere between the twenty-second of March 
and the twenty-fifth of April, For the necessary stocks of merchandise, for 
example perishable foods, could be more easily estimated if the merchant 
could compare any date with a date corresponding exactly in previous 
years. 

The small business man is by far not the only one who would benefit by 
calendar reform. With all days the same, holidays can be put either on a 
Monday or a Friday, thus incorporating them into the week-end, and 
avoiding costly midweek shutdowns. Another important improvement is 
the four quarters into which the year would be divided, which will greatly 
simplify the methods of accounting. 

The government and the law profession will also benefit by the new 
plan. The data upon which all the wartime (and after war, peacetime) 
agencies base their policies would be easily comparable to former years' 
figures, thus rendering the formulation of future decisions much simpler. 
The obvious benefit to those concerned with laws, contracts, legal dates, 
etc., scarcely need be mentioned. The division of the year into unequal 
quarters has long been a thorn in the side of all those engaged in any legis- 
lative or legal activities. Summing up, the legal profession is one of which 
the very nature depends upon accuracy, conciseness, and an absolute maxi- 
mum of coordination and efficiency, all of which the well-ordered World 
Calendar would provide. 

In the world of finance the same benefits apply as do to law. The equal- 
quarter modification is especially attractive, since it will equalize the period 
of loans, usually computed upon a quarterly basis, As in the case of statis- 
ticians, the use of graphs would be greatly simplified and the graphs them- 
selves would be much more significant, since every month is comparable 
with the corresponding month of any other year. 

One of the most delicate issues of calendar reform concerns religion. A 
few changes in the exact relation of religious dates to dates in the Grego- 
rian system would have to be tolerated, but these should be inconsequential. 
The World Calendar changes only six days or dates in the present calendar 
year of 365 days. They fall between February 28 and September 1. The 
six months from September 1 to February 28 continue as today. The thirty- 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



SECOND QUARTER 1944 



97 



first of December, regarded as the double or extra Saturday, becomes the 
permanent World Holiday (Year-End Day) . Notwithstanding, the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church, the Council of Bishops of the Methodist Church, 
and independent rabbis and priests of the Jewish and Catholic Churches 
have given their approval. 

Of most interest to readers of T.E.N,, the 12-month equal -quarter plan 
has the unanimous approval of scientists. For, as a result of actual consid- 
eration by international commissions and scientific bodies, science has 
shown overwhelming favor for this plan. Professor Harlan T* Stetson, in 
charge of the Cosmic Terrestrial Research Laboratory here at M.I.T., is 
one of the many scientists who have endorsed the plan and who believe 
actively in it. Professor Stetson was Secretary of the American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science when this body passed unanimously a 
resolution for the adoption of the 12-month equal-quarter calendar (The 
World Calendar) , President Compton of the Institute was also President 
of the A.A.A.S. at the time. Beside the approval of the A.A.A.S., this plan 
has been approved by a committee of international scientists and several 
American scientific and technical societies. 

The only hindrances at present to the adoption of the 12-month equal- 
quarter plan is the general feeling of apathy to such a change which world 
powers like Great Britain and the United States bear. Fourteen other coun- 
tries, including China, Norway, Turkey, Greece, Mexico, and Brazil, have 
signified their endorsement of The World Calendar idea. But it is still up 
to one of the larger world powers to start the ball rolling. Calendar reform 
has many disciples in high places (such as Mohandas Gandhi, who said 
that anything that might help to unify the Indians would have his support) 
and The World Calendar plan has so far been the most acceptable one yet 
drawn up. Once the apathy to change and the conservatism so prevalent 
before the war are broken down this plan may be accepted. It is a certainty 
that such a change is a necessity, for our old calendar has proven itself 
unsatisfactory for many centuries. The Editors of Tech Engineering News 
would like to go on record officially for The World Calendar plan as put 
forth in this article, for we believe it to be a necessity for the better world 
towards which mankind is eternally striving. 
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NEED COMMON DENOMINATOR 
TO WELD THE PEOPLES 
OF THE WORLD 

By Emerson Brewer, Director of The World Calendar Association 

SURGES of selfishness are evident throughout the whole world. Detroit 
I had its race riots. Harlem had its day of vandalism. In a quiet resort 
in the Quebec foothills, Canada's red-coated police guarded highways, 
hotels and homes against anti-Semitic mobs, Jews and Arabs, Moslems 
and Hindus bicker and plot. Faction is pitted against faction in the camps 
of the enemies- Allied leaders ponder the after-war policies of their 
collaborators. 

In a world where millions of men, billions of dollars and the entire nat- 
ural resources of nations have been pledged to thwart bigotry, intolerance 
and ignorance, there still burns an underlying passion of ill will and sus- 
picion — -kept alive, nurtured and given impetus by selfish purposes. Before 
the dust of battle has settled, nations squabble and statesmen worry about 
territorial domination, about after-the-war divisions and about the imme- 
diate problems of who will be fitted for the toga of command and who will 
wear the crown of thorns. 

It is tragically ironical in the greatest, the most savage and the most 
ruthless war the world has ever seen — fought for the avowed purpose of 
ridding civilization of the cankers which would eventually bring it to 
decay — that matters like these should be permitted to sidetrack the real 
objectives of this gigantic struggle. 

The foremost objectives are the winning of the war; the eradication 
of those things which have brought the world to this state of selfishness, 
greed and lust for power; and the culture of a new civilization based on 
good will and cooperation with one's fellow man. There is also an urgent 
need for an appreciation of national and personal problems, and a clearer 
realization of the economic problems that face each of the world's various 
peoples. Only by the godly adherence to the teachings of Christ and ethical 
laws, and by the practical application of honest common sense, can this 
be achieved. It is by these precepts that the world can live again, and by 
plans based on these principles that free people can once more be free. 
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The Four Freedoms, interpreted as they may be by various schools of 
thought, can only become the way of life for millions and millions of people 
if leaders of the victors and leaders of the vanquished dip into memory's 
bitter reservoir and begin to plan for the greatest good for the greatest 
number of people, irrespective of national or racial prejudices; a plan 
based solely on the common fellowship of man. The changes in war ma- 
chines, the changes and innovations in this global war presage changes and 
adjustments in all international and national relationships* Gone are 
the days when men and rulers rise to power and wealth using the bodies 
or the minds or the misfortunes of less fortunate people as their ladder 
to dominance. 

There are people who fail to recognize this change. There are others 
who have seen its light on the horizon for more than a decade, yet who 
nevertheless continue to combat its coming, willfully hiding their heads 
in the sand and refusing to acknowledge the imminent transition. Then 
there are those, more farsighted than their brothers, who have long seen 
the approaching change, yet seek only to temporize. 

It is the consensus of opinion that this change rides toward us like a 
tidal wave — direct, steady, powerful, inevitable. Economists, statesmen, 
educators, sociologists, rich and poor, all agree that change is inevitable. 
It appears that the purposeful and victorious route to follow would be the 
acceptance of this theory. Then, having accepted this as a fact, to plan 
for the long haul ; not for the moment, but for the civil, social and political 
world as it should be tomorrow and for years to come. 

This will mean reorganizing our diplomatic thinking and our personal 
and political planning on a new basis, on a basis of the common good and 
selflessness. If the citizens of this nation or of other nations may wish to 
regard this new global objective in terms and conception less Biblical, 
they can think of such a long-range plan in the terms of good, old-fashioned 
common sense. Either precept will lead to the same conclusion and pay 
the same powerful, valuable and necessary dividend, This dividend or 
international bonus will be freedom from want, freedom from fear, free- 
dom from greed, and freedom from selfish, exploiting neighbors, nations 
and governments. 

This principle is world shaking in its contemplation. It is almost like 
asking the leopard to change its spots ; because too many nations in the 
past world history have risen to power and wealth by the application of 
the rule of force. The result has usually been eventual national, political 
and economic bankruptcy ; and in their achieving momentary success and 
power millions of people have had to suffer, Millions of people have died 
in ignorance, squalor and want. 

From these dead, sacrificed on the altar of political, national and mili- 
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tary ambitions, has arisen an antagonism that eventually reacts on the 
perpetrators of these inhuman practices. But in its doing and in its ac- 
complishment, people have suffered and died while others have lived in 
despair and hopeless disillusionment. 

But what is the answer to this problem? Upon the solution of this 
depends the future happiness and welfare of millions of people now smart- 
ing under the whip of dictators, poverty, ignorance and starvation. The 
solution, if it is to be a real solution and not a mere palliative, should be 
based on justice and equity. 

We can defeat the dictators as they rise. We are strong enough in guns 
and planes and tanks. But, if we do not understand what made them and 
are not prepared to remove the causes that made them, then by merely 
destroying these individuals — these dictators — we have failed- On every 
side we hear: "Destroy the Fascists and the Nazis and the problem is 
solved/' To follow this, and follow this alone, would lead to inevitable fail- 
ure and defeat in principle if not in fact, even though the battlefields of 
Europe will have raised many decades of crops. 

We do not know all the complex causes that bring these men to power* 
But we do know this. In a military way this war is being won by factories 
and production and manpower; but production and factories and man- 
power alone cannot win the peace. It is not enough to cure the epidermal 
rash : we must seek deeper, destroy or cure the malignancy which brought 
about this eruption throughout the surface of the world. In seeking the 
fundamental causes, in our various experimentation it is primary that we 
should first establish those things which are common to all. 

It is a problem involving many millions. The basis of the solution 
depends largely on the uncovering of a common denominator. Facts, prod- 
ucts, thoughts and hopes, all must be discovered, which will affect us all in 
practically the same way, and thus bring about greater mutual under- 
standing. 

As we study history, as we look through tables of statistics, as we 
search libraries and interview statesmen, martial leaders, and administra- 
tive executives, business men, homemakers and welfare workers, there is 
found one thing that is common to all peoples and conditions. That one 
thing is Time. 

Time, as regulated by the clock, is world wide in its general acceptance 
and in its ordered, equitable and steadfast arrangement has won world- 
wide application. Time as regulated by the calendar differs throughout the 
world. There are peoples, primarily living in Asia, who still reckon by a 
moon-sun calendar and this differs in detail whether used in India, China, 
or Malaysia, while, of course, religious calendars with their different 
feast-days are most variable. Adoption then of a civil calendar for the 
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world, a calendar that is universal in its adaptation and in its cultural and 
utilitarian use, is an acceptable common denominator for which the world 
is searching. 

The Gregorian civil calendar, upon which we depend so definitely and 
which is in practical use among the governments of the world and all 
international affairs, is one of the most outmoded and unsatisfactory of 
systems. The new civil calendar, The World Calendar, is a common and 
world denominator of counting days, weeks, months and years. These 
give us the one time-language, the one peg upon which can be hung inter- 
national understanding, international thought and international coopera- 
tion. The brown man of the Indies, the black man of Africa, the yellow 
man of China, the Polynesian, the Javanese, and the white man of Europe 
and the Americas, have in The World Calendar a common system of time. 
Here is established, too, universal days upon which all can meet. Here can 
well be the start to a general understanding of problems facing men of 
all colors and creeds, men faced with problems peculiarly their own, or 
those of their immediate neighbors. It would be a real first step toward 
uniting all nations for all time, in the realm of time. 

In this new common denominator, the civil World Calendar, in its 
arrangement of equal-quarter divisions, there is unfolded to us a real 
understanding of equity and justice. In the comparable 91 days or 13 
weeks or 8 months within the quarter-year divisions, there is found perfect 
order and agreement; and with the new Year-End Day and the new Leap- 
Year Day, there are secured not only the scientific accuracy and the sta- 
bility of the calendar, but these World Holidays, universally observed, also 
offer a time indicator that unites all men and nations and races as one. 

The world is in a dire emergency, Political and diplomatic problems 
are so vast that they seem almost unsolvable to our finite minds, and it 
will take many years to find the solutions. But the new civil World Calen- 
dar is knocking at the door, Close the door and years must pass before 
another opportunity offers itself. 

The adoption of this common denominator of time is the sesame that 
may well open the door toward solving other problems confronting the 
nations of the world- A beginning will have been made and a possibility 
offered which should not be taken lightly, ignored, or thrown aside as not 
worth our consideration now — today. 
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IN TIME OF WAR 
PREPARE FOR PEACE 

By Ernest Camp, Jr. 

Mr. Camp is a graduate of the University of Georgia. Being 
the son of a country newspaper publisher, he went to work, 
at graduation, for the Associated Press in Atlanta. But the 
cadence wasnH fast enough and he came to New York where, 
since that time, he has made his home. Advertising agencies 
and manufacturing organizations had been his background 
until he landed as assistant advertising director at Seagram 
Distillers. In between, Mr t Camp has found time for a great 
amount of writing on subjects ranging from a syndicated 
newspaper "column* to serious studies in social psychology, 
philosophy and politics. In recent years his leisure time has 
been devoted chiefly to reading and writing on the problems 
of the peace. 



TO the multitudes of individuals and agencies now engaged in post- 
war planning it daily becomes more apparent that, while waging this 
global war is difficult, waging the peace may be more so. 
Some hint of the magnitude of the task is conveyed in the following 
words of Bernard ML Earuch, who, with John M, Hancock, heads the Ad- 
visory Unit for War and Postwar Adjustment Policies: 

"Victory is our first and only duty, but just as we prepare for war in 
time of peace, so we should prepare for peace m time of war. Through 
preparation we visualize prosperity that is sound and lasting, We see not 
merely civilian needs crying to be filled but a world requiring the things 
we can supply. The frame of our operation shows the gigantic nature of 
the change-over. It affects every part of our economic life. Nothing 
comparable ever has been known before. . - . It is an easier task to convert 
from peace to war than from war to peace/' 

Clearly, the years ahead constitute an era that cries out for and be- 
longs to — daring, open and imaginative minds. Minds with something of 
the quality of pioneer enterprise that sent Columbus questing westward 
for new and unimagined worlds ; the same spirit of high-hearted and re- 
sourceful experiment which, in a later age, conquered a wilderness and 
founded the democratic dream on the North American continent 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



SECOND QUARTER 1944 



103 



In the postwar planning now going on around us, there is abundant 
evidence that here in America we do have such minds — many of them — 
already busy grappling with the manifold complexities of the world to 
come. To judge from the progress made to date, we have by now left far 
behind that mood of cynical defeatism which was a natural by-product 
of our isolationist infancy as a great world power, 

A careful examination of the plans already published reveals a sur- 
prising amount of agreement as to basic objectives. Despite superficial 
differences as to detail, there is a degree of open-mindedness and candor 
which shows how far we have come in the years since Pearl Harbor, It 
shows itself in a willingness to re-examine the entire structure of an obso- 
lete world order, including grave errors at home and abroad, with consid- 
erable honest humility. Heaven knows, it's about time ! 

Someone has said that the true "fifth columnist" today is the defeatist, 
the person who sells the future short. We of the living generation must 
believe in the future* Believing in it, we can do no less than go to work 
building it with all the strength that is in us* The duty falls with all the 
more force upon those of us who, for reasons beyond our control, remain 
at home while sons and brothers carry the torch of humanity on the fight- 
ing fronts* 

If there is any single point on which almost all of our planners are 
agreed, it is the total nature of the present war and the necessity for total 
participation by the masses of the people everywhere in the shaping of 
the principles on which we shall build the peace. A people's war, it is 
agreed, must issue in a people's peace, And it is generally agreed that 
the time to think out its principles — if we are to heed the lesson of World 
War I — is not after the cessation of fighting, but now. 

As Mr, Willkie well said in 1942 : "After the last war the peace failed 
because no joint objectives upon which it could be based had been arrived 
at in the minds of the people. The League of Nations had been created 
full-blown; and men and women, having developed no joint purpose except 
to defeat a common enemy, fell into capricious and irrelevant arguments 
about its structural form. , . , Agreement in detail is not necessary, or 
even desirable. But unless we are to repeat the unhappy history of the 
first World War, agreement in principle must be won. Moreover, it must 
exist not just among the leaders of the Allies* The basic agreement I am 
thinking of must be established among the Allied people themselves. We 
must make sure that these peoples are fighting for essentially the same 
thing," 

With this thinking I am heartily in accord. As a writer and adver- 
tising man who has made a career of influencing public opinion, I could 
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"think no other." I have a healthy respect for the magnitude of the task 
involved in changing the opinion of a single state. A large city, even. It 
needs little imagination to visualize how broad must be the base of public 
acceptance if this people's war really is to issue in a people's peace freely 
accepted by ordinary people everywhere. 

If that foundation is to be well laid, what we shall need is a rebirth 
of popular self-government — local, state, national and world — such as this 
planet has never seen. On the local plane, we need to revert, literally, to 
the stage of politics represented by the "town meeting" of New England's 
early days, I am happy, by the way, to see this fine old custom taking root 
again in various parts of the country, 

The trend deserves encouragement. Properly nurtured, it can give 
rise, I believe, to a new and healthy growth of democracy — a new growth 
of genuine cooperative accomplishment, a fertile new identity of interests 
and ideals, Obviously, this would be the most productive field possible for 
purposeful social planning. 

At every stage of our planning, any proposal or device, however 
homely it may seem beside the high-sounding phrases of global strategy 
and geopolitics, if it holds any hope of substantial contribution to this 
democracy of ideas, should be brought forth and discussed. 

In fact, it is my profound belief that the only sure foundation for 
agreement on great principles is the experience of cooperation gained 
through the joint solution of common, everyday problems that intimately 
touch the lives of Mr. and Mrs, Average Citizen; problems that they 
can understand. 

Surely, a logical starting point in any design for a more unified world 
order might well be some widespread popular need on which there is 
well-nigh universal agreement, and the benefits of which would be 
universal, extending to every one of the two billions of individuals 
inhabiting the troubled earth. It seems to me that the stable World 
Calendar of 12 months and equal quarters holds unique possibilities here, 
as a sturdy and enduring foundation stone in that edifice built by many 
hands — a people's peace. 

In the kind of postwar world now shaping up, The World Calendar 
could have a logical, indeed a central, place. If there is any one idea 
which dominates our planning, it is that conveyed in the single word, 
production. Not just production for production's sake, but production for 
a new world of plenty. Everywhere today there is growing recognition 
of a fact which looms gigantic over the modern world : 

For the first time in history, there is now enough potential wealth to 
provide an improved average level of well-being for the common man the 
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world over ; now, for the first time, it is possible to achieve a dynamic, ex- 
panding world economy — a true economy of abundance — with a constantly 
growing production and improved distribution of better goods, 

As a hard-headed business man, however, I insist that the attainment 
of this eminently realistic and reasonable ideal will call for a degree of 
efficiency in the utilization of the earth's resources such as few of us, out- 
side the cloisters of pure science, have ever dreamed. Waste of any kind 
will be recognized for what it always has been — not a badge of distinc- 
tion but a social crime. 

We who have grown up amid the most prodigal excesses of waste will 
need to acquire a sharp and vigilant new emphasis upon the adaptation 
of social means to social ends- It is only within the comparatively recent 
past, for example, that we have become conscious of the necessity for 
conserving our natural resources — our timber, water power and arable 
land. Of more recent years we have begun to recognize the even more 
acute need for conserving the greatest asset of all — our human resources. 

Now what has all this to do with The World Calendar? Just this : basic 
in any attempt to achieve a more efficient and better use of our human 
and material resources should be a due regard for the conservation of 
time, the very stuff of life. Here we collide head-on with one of the most 
wasteful customs of an otherwise relatively efficient machine age, the 
archaic and antiquated calendar wherewith we reckon time in irregular 
months and wandering weeks and changeable days. 

The present Gregorian calendar represents a daily, egregious and 
remediable form of waste, one whose effects are all too often overlooked 
precisely because they are so all-pervasive, ubiquitous as air. But it is 
not as inevitable as air, and a new-world mentality impatient of ancient 
wastes, ancient divisions, ancient wrongs and follies would do well to deal 
summarily with it, grateful that such a seemingly durable relic of an out- 
moded past could be dispatched so easily. 

When a scientist enters his laboratory to conduct an experiment in 
chemistry or physics, practically the first thing he does is to set in order 
the yardsticks which measure the natural phenomena with which he deals : 
clocks, thermometers, barometers, scales, galvanometers, calipers. 

I submit that the architects of tomorrow's Better Way might well begin 
likewise, by calling for the discard of our outmoded calendar and for the 
adoption of The World Calendar instead, which sets to order the months, 
weeks and days, correlating these in uniform quarter-year divisions. 

How truly it has been remarked : time-marking is time-making! 

Such a change would improve the daily lot of mankind the world over. 
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But in another, equally real If less tangible sphere, it would exert an even 
more far-reaching influence. 

I refer to the symbolic effect which its general adoption would exert 
over diverse peoples everywhere, tending toward a fundamentally changed 
world outlook. To millions it would be the dramatic herald of a new and 
better world. It would underscore the break with an unhappy past — a 
past which in one generation produced the two most devastating wars and 
the greatest depression in history. The slogan, "A New Calendar for a 
New World," would realize the full potential of its tremendous promise* 

Even more potent symbolically would be the practical object lesson in 
international cooperation. Arguing from the nursery principle that we 
crawl before we walk, it would be an admirable vantage point from which 
to survey other and more urgent grounds of mutual interest. 

I believe that Elisabeth Achelis, President of The World Calendar 
Association, is correct in her often-stated belief that one unique feature 
of this calendar alone — its one, and occasionally two, World Holidays — 
would be bound to exert a unifying influence on all nations* 

Viewed in either its practical or its symbolic aspect, I cannot see how 
such concerted action in answer to a common need could fail to be an 
incalculable force for world amity and order. 

Standard time (to which The World Calendar seems the natural com- 
plement required only six years for its adoption, from the date it was first 
proposed to the time it became international in use. 

The sensible modern innovation of Daylight Saving Time was first 
proposed in England in 1907 and adopted nine years later — a product of 
the exigencies of war- 
In contrast with this practical promptitude, note our long-suffering 
loyalty to the Gregorian calendar : 362 years. 

Again the exigencies of war urge a reform already long overdue in 
time of peace. The need was never greater, the opportunity for a smooth 
change-over never better. Here is one plank that belongs in every postwar 
plan. 
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CURRENT PRESS COMMENT 



One Free Day 

London Sunday Times 

March 19, 1944 

THE eighteenth century was the classi- 
cal century of the highwaymen, but its 
most romantic theft was perpetrated by 
Parliament in 1762, when, as every school- 
boy knows, unhappy people marched angri- 
ly about shouting, "Give us back our 11 
days/' For 11 days, no mean space of 
mortal life, were kangarooed to bring us 
into step with the Europe of the Gregorian 
calendar. 

Governments move slowly and Trea- 
suries refund reluctantly, but there does 
now seem to be a chance of repayment by 
instalments. We shall get our days hack, 
one at a time and one a year, if the calen- 
dar reform proposals Rear-Admiral Beam- 
ish has aired in Parliament go through. 
The particular beauty of his plan is that 
every year there will be an extra free day 
which will not be a regimented day with 
a number and a unit, not attached to any 
particular week or month, but a really 
free day, outside the legal and any other 
calendar. As the burden of the fixed obli- 
gations and duties of life in a modern com- 
munity are elaborated, the need for a 
breather becomes ever more marked; and 
the new health centres will teach men and 
women to make the most of the glorious 
freedom of the day outside the calendar. 
No questions must be asked in Courts of 
Law how the free day is spent. 

Praises New 
Calendar Plan 

Springfield (Mass*) Sunday Union and Re- 
publican 

April 2 t 1944 

ELISABETH ACHE LIS is a New York 
woman who has for many years de- 
voted all her energies to promoting a uni- 
versal calendar. In The Calendar for 
Everybody (Putnam's; $1,50) she pleads 



the usefulness of the new civil calendar 
to men and women in all walks of life. 
Her arguments are presented in a thor- 
oughly logical and persuasive manner 
which deserves a considered reading on 
the part of the public. 

Improved Calendar 

Mason City (la.) Globe-Gazette 

June 2, 1943 

I HAVE always felt that just about the 
most potent argument for calendar re- 
form is the confusion which occurs an- 
nually in connection with our holidays. 
The Memorial Day just past is a case in 
point. 

Some communities observed it on Sat- 
urday, others on Sunday and still others 
— probably the largest number — on Mon- 
day. Nobody seemed to be quite clear on 
just when the observance should be. 

Under The World Calendar plan— with 
12 month of 26 weekdays each month and 
equal quarters — Memorial Day, May 30, 
would always fall on Thursday, Christ- 
mas would always fall on Monday, 

This proposal has won the approval of 
many business, educational and scientific 
groups. They see in this orderly rear- 
rangement of the present calendar many 
advantages, not the least of which would 
be complete comparability, with each day, 
week and month remaining the same year 
after year, 

"The World Calendar of 12 months and 
equal quarters is the best answer I have 
seen to our business comparison problem," 
observes F, E, Atcheson, comptroller of 
one of Chicago's largest retail stores. 

With a calendar that "stays put," a 
merchant could plan with certainty and 
buy merchandise without need for "taking 
long chances/ 1 he added. 

The time is at hand, it seems to me, 
when another improvement should be 
made. I've never heard a good reason 
suggested for not doing so. 
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The Clubhouse 

By CHIP ROYAL 

Syndicated Feature of the Sport » Department 
of the Associated Press, May, 

DAN FERRIS, the Amateur Athletic 
Union's rotund secretary, has added 
a lot of lines to his cherubic face in the 
37 years he has been with the sports or- 
ganization. 

There have heen so many worries that 
Dan can't remember them all. But he 
hopes to get rid of one of the biggest — the 
dates for scheduling games — as soon as 
Emerson Brewer can get The World Calen- 
dar approved by the powers that be. 
Brewer is Director of The World Calendar 
Association, an educational group which 
proposes to divide the year into four equal 
quarters each, made up of three months of 
31 days, 30 days and 30 days. That adds 
up to 364 days a year. The extra day 
would be known as December W, a year- 
end holiday. 

Dan's hope for eliminating one of his 
many troubles came about recently when 
Gustavus T. Kirby, an Amateur Athletic 
Union director, headed a committee pro- 
posing that the directors go on record as 
favoring The World Calendar. 

The new calendar would benefit all 
sports. There wouldn't be any of that ir- 
regular scheduling we have now. Every 
year would be the same. January 1 would 
be on a Sunday* Saturday football dates 
would always be the same. So would the 
Thanksgiving Day ones. 

It is easy to see how such an arrange- 
ment would facilitate the scheduling of 
athletic events, the planning of traveling 
time, and make for lower expense ac- 
counts. 

Once set up, all sports dates would be- 
come perennial and, to a man like Dan 
Ferris, who has witnessed more than a 
million athletes in competition in more 
than 66,000 events at 3,250 meets, the con- 
sistency of dates would mean a lot 

It is doubtful that the people who wit- 
ness the athletic events year in and year 
out appreciate the terrific amount of de- 
tail and red tape which must be cleared 



and cut before the sports boys can do their 
stuff. 

The same task also holds true for any 
and all groups having anything to do with 
dates, Probably that is why the ordered 
calendar plan has also been endorsed by 
the National Education Association, many 
college presidents, hundreds of chambers 
of commerce and business organizations. 

This year is especially significant he- 
cause the last four months are identical in 
both the 1944 Gregorian calendar and the 
new World Calendar. All one has to do 
is compare the last four months of this 
year with those of 1943 to get an actual 
picture of the savings. 

Don't get the idea though that fellows 
like Dan Ferris will have an easy job with 
the streamlining of the calendar. There 
will still be thousands of letters to be writ- 
ten, hundreds of cups to be awarded, and 
hundreds of disputes to be settled, 

But the good natured Irishman, who has 
so long occupied the corner office in the 
Amateur Athletic Union's Wool worth 
Tower headquarters, could go along with 
one less headache. And The World Cal- 
endar should help* 

World Calendar Meets 
All Objections 

From. Postwar Digest, Neva York, N+ Y. t 
April 8, 194) 

TODAY when planning is one of essen- 
tials toward obtaining highest peak of 
efficiency in PW production, inadequacies 
of present calendar are forceful arguments 
for improvement. Year contains approxi- 
mately 365.25 days that cannot be divided 
by 2, 3, 4, or 6— halves, thirds, quarters 
without off days remaining. First quarter 
is 2 days shorter than either of last 2 
quarters, and 2nd quarter matches none 
of others* Comparative reports have to 
be adjusted and difficulties are encountered 
in comparing business done on analogous 
days, as well as preparing statements of 
dividends, bond interest, taxes, operating 
costs, statistics, budgets, etc. To overcome 
these faults of present calendar in PW 
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period a perpetual and ordered World 
Calendar is proposed by The World Calen- 
dar Association, as announced currently 
in large ads in N. Y. Herald-Tribune, Chi- 
cago Tribune, Chicago News, Chicago Sun 
and Washington Post. 

World Calendar of revised 12 months 
divides year into equal quarters of 13 
weeks or 3 months of 31-30-30 days, each 
month having 26 weekdays plus Sundays, 
This 364-day year gives comparability and 
coordination to various calendar units. Es- 
sential 365th day, December W, World 
Holiday, extra Saturday, keeps calendar 
in step with seasons. Every 4 years — leap 
year— another extra Saturday, 366th day, 
is added, June W, World Holiday. Every 
quarter is identical, and every unit within 
every quarter same. Stabilizing World 
Holidays, one intercalated at end of every 
year and another middle of leap years, 
bring about agreeing days and dates, holi- 
days always on same day and date every 
year, accurate comparability for contracts, 
reports and calculations from year to year, 
saving of time, money, effort. Postwar 
planning and making of peace will be 
greatly aided when based on steady, har- 
monious, well-coordinated World Calendar. 
Good foundations beget good results. Acts 
of today foundations of tomorrow. 

This year is important because last four 
months of 1944 in both present Gregorian 
calendar and proposed World Calendar are 
same. This is possible because Sunday, 
December 31, and what would be extra 
Saturday, December W (World Holiday), 
are both non-productive, non-business days, 
Thus an excellent opportunity is offered 
to test and study merits of World Calen- 
dar by using lust 4 months of 1944 as basis 
of comparison for same period in Gregori- 
an calendar 1943 and 1945, It is recom- 
mended, however, that long range objec- 
tive should be to prepare for national and 
general approval in 1947 — pre-presidential 
election year. Following 2-3 years would 
give adequate time for everyone to get 
their affairs in order for inaugurating 
World Calendar in 1950 when both cal- 
endars again agree — Sunday, January 1* 

Accepted 24-hour clock adopted by 
Armed Services has proved natural fore- 
runner for World Calendar, These two 
new and modern time-pieces are based on 
duodecimal number 12 divided into equal 



quarters, thirds and halves— must in all 
time-reckoning. Captain J. F, Hellweg, 
U. S, N. Supt U, S. Naval Observatory, 
Washington, and guardian of our clock 
time has stated: "U. S. Naval Observatory 
has approved very strongly World Calen- 
dar. Benefits from it are manifold, and 
differences from long-established customs 
are negligible, . . , My advice to all ad- 
vocates of calendar revision is to devote 
their energies to only proposal which meets 
all requirements of situation, with mini- 
mum of upheaval and disturbance and 
maximum of benefits to mankind— World 
Calendar." 

Among American and World leaders 
who have endorsed World Calendar are 
Gerard Swope, M. Albert Linton, Myron 
C. Taylor* Gano Dunn, Julius F, Stone, 
Ira Hirschmann ; Lord Desborough, Sir H. 
Spencer Jones (England) ; Kt Hon. IL L. 
K Lagercrantz (Sweden); and Dr. Ch'ing- 
Sung Yii (China). 

Seeks Global 
Community 

By RICHARD W. WESTWOOD 

From Nature Magazine* Wa9hinffton t 
April i94-* 

WE never receive a copy of the Journal 
of Calendar Reform that we do not 
wonder why something is not done about 
our obsolete Gregorian system. We fail 
to see any logical objection to the proposed 
World Calendar with its 12 months and 
its four quarters of 91 days each, plus its 
one extra "Year-End Day/ 1 and its "Leap- 
Year Day" sandwiched in between June 
and July every four years. We will con- 
fess we never were excited about the 13- 
month calendar idea, but we are unable to 
see that the "World Calendar" seriously 
upsets anything. If man can successfully 
tinker with the time of day, he certainly 
can equally successfully adopt a sensible 
and simple realignment of the days of the 
month. Perhaps in the plans for this post- 
war world the calendar will come in for 
consideration. In fact it would appear to 
be a good place to start in achieving that 
global community that seems to hold the 
most promise of accomplishing permanent 
peace. 
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I sincerely believe that The New World 
Calendar ia a genuinely fundamental re- 
form and one that will be of vast benefit to 
mankind. I hope that your efforts in sup- 
port of it will soon he crowned with suc- 
cess. — H. S, Southam, Publisher, The 
Ottawa Citizen, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. 

The world needs the new World Calendar. 
The new World Calendar with a minimum 
of change accomplishes results of great 
value to the world, for it eliminates many 
confusions of dates due to the irregularity 
of the existing calendar* I see no sufficient 
reason why this important reform would 
not be welcomed by the world when they 
understand it, except perhaps the apathy 
due to custom. It might add to the calendar 
that the World Holiday following Decem- 
ber annually and following June quadren- 
nially could be dedicated to prayers for 
world unity, cooperation and mutual good 
will. — Robert L. Owen, Counsellor at Law, 
Washington, D. C. 

Your plan is excellent. We have operated 
too long on a hit-or-miss calendar because 
no one dared to be different. — Hart Cooper, 
Attorney, Wilmington, Del. 

This method of dividing the year hffl 
been one of considerable interest to me and 
one with which I heartily concur. Years 
ago I was an engineer with the Eastman 
Kodak Company, at the time they adopted 
the 13-month period basis* Since I studied 
that and other calendars thoroughly at that 
time, I became interested in the general 
manner of yearly calendar arrangement, 
The World Calendar is, however, a con- 
siderable improvement over that, from 
various standpoints, all of which you know ; 
and I trust that it may have an early adop- 
tion, in order that the conveniences, ad- 
vantages and economies in all phases of 
life, which it promises, may be soon re- 
alized.— Donald F t Othmer, Prof, of Chem, 
Engineering, Polytechnic Institute of 
Brooklyn. 

I find myself a convert to the idea. — The 
Rev. Willsie Martin, Los Angeles, Cal. 



The World Calendar will effect a saving 
of millions of dollars every year in the cost 
of printing alone. In fact, the features of 
the new calendar will soon be memorized 
by everyone; so that the day of the week 
for any date is known without the aid of 
a calendar.— D. L. Reaburn, U. S. Engi- 
neering Office, Santa Maria, Cal. 

I have been familiar with the proposed 
World Calendar for some years and, while 
I never have had occasion to make a thor- 
ough study of calendar problems, it has 
seemed to offer the most simple, practicable 
solution for many existing difficulties, — 
Car] N, Schmalz, Treas., R. H. Sterns Co., 
Boston, Mass* 

To spread the movement of calendar re- 
form is today necessary more than ever,— 
J. Brumet, Regent Knitting Mills, Mont- 
real, Canada. 

For some time I have been interested in 
your World Calendar and am strongly in 
favor of its adoption — just as strongly as 
I was against the adoption of the 13 -month 
plan, for reasons unnecessary to point out 
to you. Best wishes for the success of your 
project. — D, W. Hardy t Englewood, N. X 

I have long been in favor of The World 
Calendar — or at least of some adjustment 
in the calendar that would simplify life for 
all of us. — J. Frederic Dewhurst, New York, 
N. Y. 

I am heartily in favor of the reform you 
are proposing. Now that we are thinking 
in terms of global strategy, this is an op- 
portune time to consider the proposed 
change in our calendar. — F. A, Conrad, 
Univ. of Ariz., Tucson* 

Needless to say I am very much in sym- 
pathy with The World Calendar and hope 
that it may be adopted internationally in 
the near future. — E. T. Towne, Dean, The 
Univ* of North Dakota, Grand Forks* 

I consider adoption of The World Calen- 
dar imperative from every point of view, — 
Julius F. Stone, Industrialist, Columbus. 
Ohio, 
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THE WORLD CALENDAR ASSOCIATION 



Elisabeth Achelts, President 
Harheet A* Lillie, Secre t cry- Tre a&urer 



Charles S. McVeigh. Vice-President 
Emekson B&eweb, Director 



AMERICAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

William H. BaUton, Jk. 

Henry W. Beahce 
Dr. Claka B. Burpettis 
Mrs. Frederick H. Clausen 
Mrs. Vera Beogs Conway 
Capt. J- F. Hellwbg, U. S. N. {Ret} 

MitS. G0STAV KETTEREtt 

Mrs. Rowland H. Latham 
Rev. Henry Smith Leifer, D.D. 
Bishop William T, Manning 
Prof. Wm, Starr Myers 
Da. L. S. Rows 
Howard C. Smith 
BlSKOP Eknkht AL Stikks 
Julius P. Stone 
Rabbi Martin M. Weite 
P, W. Wilson 
Dr. Mary E. Woolley 



FOREIGN ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Admiral Josfl Guihasola (Aroentina) 
Dr. Eugene Delforte (Belgium) 
Rliak Admiral Radler de Aquino (Brazil) 
J. Royden Gilley (Canada) 
A. J. Hills (Canada) 
Prof. Alberto Cummino (Chile) 
R. F, Eugenio V. Rosso, S,S, (Chile) 
Dr. Ch'tng-Sung YD (China) 
Dr. Herbert Blume (Danzig) 
Barney N. Morgan (Dominican Republic) 
Lord Desso rough (England) ♦ 
C. David Stalling (England) 
Paul- Lou is Heryier (France) 
Abra ham Fro w kin ( G brmany ) 

ATHANASE POLITIS (GREECE ) 

E. Keith Eason (Ireland) 
Amedeo Gianni n i (Italy) 
Dr. Joaquin Gallo (Mexico) 
Juan Rivera Reyes (Panama) 
Luis Montero y Tirado (Peru) 
R. P. Antonio Rouana, S.J, (Spain) 
Kt* Host, H. L. F. LagkrCrantz (Sweden) 
Raymond Mage (Switzland) 
DR. M. I. Dereoglu (Turkey) 
Edgar J. Anzola (Venezuela) 



Membership is based on active interest in the study of adequate and effective improvement of 
the calendar. Owing to lack of ay ace, a- large number of names have been omitted. They trill 

be printed in future fames. 



S. R, Alger, Editor* Ottawa, Canada 
Jean P, Allaine, Clerk, St. Jerome, Can. 
Paul G, Argenti, Businessman. Chicago 
H t A. Bath rick, Cleveland, Ohio 
John C. Batte, Merchant, Jackson, Miss. 
Curt Beck, Student, Boston 
William Berghahn, Draftsman, Chicago 
J. A. Birkenstoclc, Stud., Somerset W., South 
Africa 

Robert J. Black. Corp. Off., Buffalo 

Juywe L. Brememan, Educ. Manhattan, Kan. 

L, Brosseau, Bookkeeper, St, Jerome, Can. 

C. J- Brunsar, Purch. Agt., Philadelphia 
A. H. Butler, Ins. Broker, Toronto, Can, 
William 5, Cady, Editor, Focatello, Utah 

D. C< Cameron, Hetcorulo.RlKt, Washington 
J. W. Chambers, Waterloo, Canada 
Frank J. Clifford, Mfgr., Baltimore, Md. 
Gerald Cloutier, Machinist, Detroit 

Angel Contreras R_, Stud,, Santiago. Chile 
J. B. Cote, Publisher, Rlmouski. Canada 
J. M. Cowan, Editor, Niagara Falls, Can. 
H, C. Davis, Supt, Cut Bank, Mont. 
Richard Downing; Chemist, Syracuse, N. Y. 
Kenneth Drury, Editor, Victoria, Canada 
Mrs. Ethel G. Durkin, Santa Monica, Cal. 
John A, English, Engr., Goshen, Conn. 
James Everatt, Corp. Off., Toronto 
Kenneth S. Fupe. Artist Chappaqua, N. Y, 
Muriel Falick, Bronx, New York 
Mrs. M, C. Fath. Teacher, Washington, D. C. 
Mrs, E. A, Fish, Columnist, Williamsburg, Ky, 
Fred C. Geiger. Atty., Washington. D. C. 
Joseph R Griggs, Educ, Austin, Tex. 
Robert R. Guthrie. New York City 
George D. Hall, Rockford, lit 
Dr. L. K, Hallock, Fhys., Jacksonville, 111 
George G, Henderson, Teach.. Ginks burg, Cal. 
Joseph Hoffman, Stud., Bronx, N. Y, 
C, F, Hoskin, Gov. Clk., Kensington, Md. 
\V Harold lies. Salesman, Urban a, 111. 
Ervin Jackson, Jr., Stud.. Birmingham, Ala. 
Adolph R. Klein, Iris,, Man., Chicago 



John H. Koewler, Jr., Stud., Evansvllle, 111. 
William P. Korsland, Auditor, Chicago 
J. Larkin T Sales Exec, Forest Hills, N. Y. 
Glen B. Lerch, Corp. Exec, Htbbingr, Minn. 
Sigfred Lindholm, Wood Worker, Chicago 
L. M. Lipa, Exec,, Clinton, N. T. 
Louis Low Ins on, Broker, New York City 
R. D. Mancinelll, Gov. Off., McLean, Va. 
Mll.-l- .Mari.-borie, Arcadia, Pretoria, s. Africa 
Lena tier Marx, Qo. Off., New Orleans, La. 
D, A. Mc Conn ell, Sch. Supt., Junction City, 
Kan, 

Daniel R. Me Master, Atty., Lake Bluff, III. 
J 'rut Mark C. ^1 i (lt=.. Bloonungton, Ind. 
Henry W, Mueller, Olk r , Wallaston, Mass. 
Paul E. Newshea, Corp. Exec. New York City 
Wm. M. Newton, Postman, Bethesda, Md. 
Herman E, Ollander, Businessman, N, Y. C. 
Geo. R. Onody, Controller, Salem, Mass. 
June Ot tern an. Stud., Canandaipua, N. Y. 
Katherine Pangborne, Teacher, New York City 
A. V. Parmlnter, Teach., New Westminster, 
Can. 

James A, Pol kick, Teacher, Toledo, O. 

Mrs. Bessie Price, Teach., Terra Atta, W. Va, 

Charles S. Raizen, Mfgr., New York City 

Elwood Randolph, Corp, Exec, New York City* 

Leonard J, Raymond, Corp, Exec., Boston 

F. C. Relck, Teach., Flushing, N. Y. 

Milton Rlesner, Contractor, New York City 

Mrs, Anna D Robinson, Monmouth, til. 

Rlki Salto, Clerk, Alea, Hawaii 

Frank T. Scott, Stud,, Fair Haven. N. J, 

Murray J. filial nis. Bronx, N. Y. 

J. J. Sherman, New York City 

Harry Ehriber, Businessman, Pittsburgh 

Chas, R. Slegert, Transportation Off,, Buffalo 

Dr. Andrew Slnamark, Phys., Hibblng, Minn, 

Earl C Smith, Co, Off., Frank ford, Ind, 

Eunice L. Smith. Teach,, Kenosha, Wis. 

Frank C. Smith. Teacher. Buffalo 

Harry L. Snyder, Stud.. Sunnyside, N. Y. 

J. F. Sommers. Tax Consult., Corslcana, Tex, 
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H. S. Southam, Publisher, Ottawa, Canada. 
W. Spracklin, Rr. Off., N, Sydney* Nova 
Scotia 

Robert L. Stalling, Ins, Off, T Toronto 
Ralph L. Southard, Educ.* Woodmere, N. Y. 
Frt?d W. Spalding, Educ, Akron, O, 
Ruth A* Sparrow, Librn,, Buffalo 
H. K. Spector, Librn., Rlkers Is., N, Y. 
Chas. Spencer, Secy., Ch. of Com., Indepen- 
dence/ Kan. 
Rev* Jos. A. Stanton, Buffalo 
A, Stein, Corp, Off., Chicago 
Ernest J. Stevens, ScL. San Francisco 
Rev. Irvin Stewart, Rlekreall, Ore. 
Rev, Stanley Stoga. Chicago 
P. M. Stone, Real Estate, Walt bam, Maps. 
Rev. Wm. D. String* Rock Falls, IlL 
R. G. Sumner, Ins. Off., Chicago 
Frances I* Swain, Teacher, Cb Icagro 



Col. Harrison Tiljrhman, Easton, Md. 
Wm. Tornhelm, Accountant, Pittsburg, Cal. 
J. F. P. Trosch, Gov. Off., Washington, D, C. 
Ralph E, Tscbappat, Mechanic, Denver,, Col, 
Frank E. Walsh. War Worker, Chicago 
Sophie P. White, Lorn,, Hutchfnson, Minn, 
Edward Wldawskf, Stud., Hanitramck, Mich 
Clara C. Williamson, Teach., Van Homes vf He, 
N. Y. 

Wttl M. Willits. Te F ach„ Reading, Pa. 
Mrs* Anne C. Wilson, Teach., Troy, Ala. 
G. H. Wilson, Ins. Exec, Philadelphia 
Jas, II, Wilson, Educ, Hocky Ford, Colo, 
J. H. Wilson, Co. Exec, Worcester, Mass, 
Mayo Winsberg, Merch, Whiting, Ind. 
Marlon Win ship, Insurance, Buffalo 
E. J. WinsJow, Brattleboro, Vt. 
Mulford Winsor, Librn., Phoenix, Ariz. 



INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

ARGENTINA ; Comite Argentine del Calen- 
dario Mundial, Admiral Jose" Gulsasola, 
Chairman, Minister io de Marina, Buenos 
Aires, 

AUSTRALIA: Committee on Calendar Reform 
of the Australian and New Zealand As- 
sociation for the Advancement of Science, 
C. W. Allen, Secy., Solar Observatory, 
Canberra. 

BELGIUM: Belgian National Committee Dn 
Calendar Reform, Professor M, Dehalu, 
President, l'UnLverstte de Liege, Liege, 

BOLIVIA: Comite Boliviano del Calendario 
Mundial. Don Molses Santivanez, Chair- 
man, Biblloteca NaeJonai, Sucre. 

BRAZIL: Comite Brasiletro do Calendario 
Mundial, Rear Admiral Radler de Aquino, 
Chairman, Rua Raul Pompela No. 
Rio de Janeiro. 

CANADA : Rational Calendar Association, J> 
Royden Gllley, Hart House, University of 
Toronto ; A. J. Hills, National Joint Con- 
ference Board of the Construction Indus- 
dry, Confederation Bldg., Ottawa, 

CHILE: Comite Chileno del Calendario Mun- 
dial, Prof. Alberto Gumming. Chairman, 
Calle Manuel Rodriguez:, Santiago. 

CHINA: Chinese Association for the Study of 
Calendar Reform, Dr. Ch'lng-Sung Yu, 
Director, National Institute of Astronomy, 
Kunming, Yunnan. 

COLOMBIA: Comite Colomblano del Calen- 
darlo Mundial, Bogota. 

COSTA RICA: Comite" Costarricense del Ca- 
lendarlo Mundial (Igualmente de Guate- 
mala, Honduras^ El Salvador y Nicara- 
gua), Don Teodoro Plcado, Chairman, 
San Jose. 

CUBA: Comlt€ Cubano del Ca I en dado Mun- 
dial, Belen Observatory, Havana. 

DOMINICAN REPTTBLIC: Comite Domini- 
can o del Calendario Mundial, Barney N. 
M organ, Chairman, Box 727, Ciudad Tru- 

juio. 

ECUADOR: Comite Ecuatorlano del Calen- 
dario Mundial, Dr. Rafael H. Eilzalde, 
Chairman, Calle Clenfuegos IS 8, Santiago, 
Chile. 

ENGLAND; Rational Calendar Association, 
C, David S telling. Director, 3S, Parliament 
Street, London. 

FRANCE: Com KG National pour la Reform e 
du Calendrler, Senateur Justin God art. 
President : Paul-Louis Her vie r. Secy., 5, 
Rue Bernoulli, Paris. 

GERMANY: Deutsche r Ausschuss fur Kalen- 
derreform, Dr. Grosse, GeBchaftfifuhrer, 
Neue Wllhelmstr. 9/11, Berlin N, W, 7.— 



FOR REFORM OF THE CALENDAR 

Der Weltbund fur Kalenderreform, Dr. 
Rudolph Blochmann, Secy., 21 Lorn sen - 
strafe, Kiel. 

GREECE : Greek National Committee on Cal- 
endar Reform, Prof. S. Plakidis, Secy., 
Observatory of University of Athens. 

HUNGARY: Hungarian Committee for Study 
of Calendar Reform, Dr. Paul Vajda, 
Secy., 9 Eotos Utca. Budapest. 

IRELAND: Committee for Calendar Reform, 
E. K, Eason, Secy., 80, Mid, Abbey St., 
Dublin. 

ITALY: Italian National Committee on Cal- 
endar Reform, Prof, Amedeo GiannlnL 
Secy., Via del Seminarlo, 113, Rome. 

MEXICO: Comite* Mejicano del Calendario 
Mundial, Dr. Joaquin Gallo, Honorary 
President : Dr. Horacio Herrera, Chair- 
man, Sociedad de Estudios Astronomicos 
y Geofisicos, Av, Observatorio No. 192, 
Tacubaya, D.F. 

PANAMA : Comite Panamerio del Calendario 
Mundial, Juan Rivera Reyes, Chairman, 
Panama City. 

PARAGUAY: ComitS Paraguayan© del Calen- 
dario Mundial, H. E. Sen or Mlnlstro Coro- 
nel don Lui- Ij raaabal, Chairman, Calle 
Mont- da 193S, Santiago, Chile. 

PERU : Comite Peru a no del Calendario Mun- 
dial, Don Luis Montero y Tlrado, Chair- 
man, Casllla 220, Lima, 

POLAND i Polish Committee for Calendar Re- 
form, A I bin Jakiel, Chairman, Krasiu- 
skiego, 21 m. 27, Warsaw, 

SPAIN: Spanish Calendar Reform Committee, 
Rev. Father Antonio Rom ana, S.J., Chair- 
man, Observatorio del Ebro, Tortosa. 

SWITZERLAND: Swiss Committee on Calen- 
der Reform, Prof, Emile Marchand, Secy., 
Mythenstrasse 2, Zurich 2. —Comite Inter- 
national de Cooperation de V Association 
Universelle du Calen drier, M* Raymond 
Mage, Secretaire General, Palais Wilson, 
Geneva. 

TURKEY: Committee on Calendar Reform, 
Dr. M. L Dereoglu, Secy., P. O. Bo* 1121, 
Han hay m Han No. lo. Istanbul. 

URUGUAY: Comity Urupruayo del Calendario 
Mundial, Prof. Alberto Reyes The ve net, 
Chairman. Liceo de Ensenanza Secun- 
daria Hector Miranda, Calle Sierra 2268. 
Montevideo, 

VENEZUELA: Comite Venezolano del Calen- 
dario Mundial, Don Edgar J. Ananla, 
Chairman, Apartado de Correos No. 207, 
Caracas. 

YUGOSLAVIA: Yugoslavian Committee on 
Calendar Reform, Georges Curcin, Chair- 
man, Poenkareova 25 — III, Belgrade. 
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TWO UP-TO-DATE TIME PIECES 

THIS we have NOW ! we SHOULD have THIS I 



THE TWENTY- FOUR HOUR CLOCK 




EVERY SECOND, MINUTE, HOUR THE SAME 

THE ARMED FORCES performed a 
master stroke when they replaced the 
A.M. and P.M. clock time with the 24-hour 
clock. This new clock time is now in 
practical use among the allied forces. 

The remarkable duodecimal number 12, 
in this instance the twice-told twelve, has 
been definitely established for our men 
in service. The hours are counted in hun- 
dreds to take care of the minutes, for 
example, the old 3,30 p.m. becomes 1530. 

With the greatest simplicity and ease, 
confusion was changed to order, misun- 
derstanding to clarity. 

THE UNITED NATIONS and PEOPLES 
would do well to use the 24-hour clock 
in their daily lives and affairs, and ac- 
quire the same simplicity. 



THE NEW WORLD CALENDAR 
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EVERY DAY, DATE, YEAR THE SAME 



THE NEW 12-month year is divided into 
equal quarters of 3 months or 13 weeks 
or 91 days; the months are arranged in 
31-30-30 days; each month has 26 week- 
days, plus Sundays. All the time units 
agree at the end of every quarter-year. 
The old December 31 becomes the new 
December W*. an extra Saturday, and 
the new year begins on Sunday, January 
L The old February 29 in leap years 
becomes the new June W**, another ex- 
tra Saturday. Both December W and 
June W are World Holidays. 

With a similar simplicity and ease, con- 
fusion gives way to order, changeability 
to stability, 

THE UNITED NATIONS and PEOPLES 
would do well to consider the practical 
benefits of The World Calendar as it 
affects their affairs, preliminary to gen- 
eral world adoption. 



THESE TWO NEW AND MODERN TIME-PIECES are based on the duodecimal num- 
ber 12 divided into equal quarters, thirds and halves, a MUST in all time-reckoning, 

for further information: 
eat fifth avenue THE WORLD CALENDAR ASSOCIATION, INC new yohk zo, n. y. 



See Article on Page 61 
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YOUR 


Country needs YOUR MONEY 




for 




VICTORY 


Buy 


more and more WAR BONDS 


and 


STAMPS for an early PEACE! 
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